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■«r a: King congratulates 

'l* 13 5 Thai, Finnish leaders 

: ^ V? AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
, Jf King Hussein Tuesday sent a con- 
" -Safc r k ‘ gratulatory cable to the king of 
'*** Thailand, congratulating him in 
■ ! -'-k i J the King* s own name and on beh- 
alf of the Jordanian people and 
! • government on the occasion of 
^ 1 * Thailand’s National Day and wis- 
1 “®S| • hed him and the Thai people fur- 
!tS ther progress and prosperity. King 
Hussein also sent 3 cable to the 
Finnish president, congratulating 
'•a Vo* him on the occasion of Finland’s 
” ^ b,\ independence day and wishing the 
njr:C| iK Furnish people further progress 
v CT r«ssu ' and prosperity. 


AMMAN, WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 5, 1985, RABIA AWWAL 11, 1405 


Price: Jordan 100 fQs; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon 1 pound; Sand! Arabia 1 .50 riyals; UAE 1 .50 dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence 


Jordanian diplomat 
shot dead in Bucharest 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordanian embassy 
counsellor in Romania, Azmi A1 Mufti, was 
shot dead Tuesday in Bucharest on his way to 
the mission. Prime Minister Ahmad Obeidat 
said Tuesday. 
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Genscher calls for 
special meeting 


STRASBOURG, France (AP) — 
West German Foreign Minister 
Hans-Dietrich Genscher has cal- 
led a special meeting of West Eur- 
opean foreign ministers next Jan- 
uary to discuss East-West rel- 
ations and other current topics, 
the council of Europe disclosed 
Tuesday. It released the text of a 
speech given Monday to national 
permanent representatives at the 
council by one of Mr. Genscher' s 
deputy ministers, State Secretary 
Jurgen W. Mollemann. outlining 
plans for council activities under 
Mr. Genscher’s presidency, which 
runs through next May. Genscher 
said the meeting was to take the 
form of aft informal, “unc- 
■ onstrained dialogue" among the 
L foreign ministers df the 21 mem- 
y her countries of the council. Mr. 

; Mollemann said. 


Addressing the Lower House of 
Parliament, which met in a regular 
session Tuesday. Mr. Obeidat said 
Mr. Mufti. 40. was taking his child 
to school on his way to the emb- 
assy when he was killed by a “wic- 
ked hand.” 

“According to initial inf- 
ormation available to us, the 
Romanian authorities arrested the 
killer," he added. 

After Mr. Obeidat's ann- 
ouncement, the parliament stood 
in silence for one minute. 

The Foreign Ministry later iss- 
ued a statement saying Mr. Mufti 
was shot on leaving his house on 
'his way to his office and died ins- 
tantly. It gave no other details, but 
said a detailed statement would be 
issued later. 

Under-secretary of Information 
Michel Hamameh was quoted by 
the Associated Press (AP) as say- 
ing that Mr. Mufti, the second- 
ranking diplomat in the embassy 
in Bucharest, w' t in front of 
the hotel where . ..ad been living 
since taking up the post in June. 

He said Romanian authorities 


had arrested a man in connection 
with the assassination, but added 
that he had no information about 
the suspect. 


Communist Party meetings and 
other major official functions. 

Mr. Mufti is from a prominent 
Jordanian family. His father ser- 
ved Five times as Jordan's prime 
minister between 1950 and 1963, 
and other family members have 
held post in the government. 

Before taking up the post in 
Bucharest. Mr. Mufti worked in 
Jordan's embassies in Beirut and 
Athens. 

The House later issued a sta- 


Reports from Bucharest said tement condemning the ass- 
another Jordanian diplomat and assination. 


Indi a gas death He said Romanian auth 

toll may exceed 1,000 pgp 

BHOPAL. India (R) — Indian 

officials said Tuesday that 564 pU oll/Cir-| 

people were known to have died wllClAlt/lIgt'O 

following the leak of poison gas - 

from a Bhopal peKierae factory ‘ PlTTTfXT TVlJfTV 

but a news agency and hospital A J Jr ACXJ " 4, 


Mr. Mufti’s child also were inj- 
ured. but Mr. Hamameh said rep- 
orts of other Jordanians shot were 
“not true." 

The gunman shot Mr. Mufti 
several times with a pistol as he 
left the city centre hotel. Middle 
East diplomatic sources said, quo- 
ting eyewitnesses, according to a 
dispatch by Reuters. 

The gunman was seized by 
Romanian police immediately 
after the attack outside Hotel 
Bucuresti in the heart of Buc- 
harest, according to the witnesses. 

His identity and nationality 
were not immediately known. The 
witnesses said he was of Middle 
Eastern appearance. 

Police blocked off the short str- 
eet behind the hotel, which is loc- 
ated on Victoriei Road, a major 
thoroughfare, and is about 400 
metres from Palace Hall, site of 


“The House has been shocked 
at the news of the despicable crime 
and strongly condemns this cri- 
minal action which violates Arab 
and Islamic basic moral pri- 
nciples." the statement said. “This 
inhuman action can come only 
from people filled with malice and 
hatred .gainst the Arab Nation, 
people who allowed themselves to 
serve as tools in the hands of the 
enemies and elements of dis- 
sension." the statement added. 

It said that the Lower House 
extends total support for the Jor- 
danian government in taking all 
necessary measures that would 
safeguard the country's interests 
and those of its citizens, and called 
on all peace-loving nations to take 
concerted steps to prevent such 
terrorist actions from continuing. 

Deputy Laith Shbeilat urged 
the government to take stringent 


measures to protea Jordanian 
missions abroad “at a time when 
every observer of events expects 
such cowardly deeds.” 

The assault on Mr. Mufti was 
the second in less than a week on a 
Jordanian diplomat overseas. 

An attempt on the life of Jor- 
dan’s charge d'affaires in Athens. 
Assim Qutaishat. failed when the 
gunman’s pistol jammed, acc- 
ording to G;eek police. The police 
later arrested a man with a Mor- 
occan passport, identified as 
Araar Mabruki. in connection 
with the attack. 

There also were a series of att- 
acks on Jordanian diplomats last 
year. 

Last Dec. 29. a driver for the 
Jordanian embassy in Spain was 
shot and killed in Madrid. An 
employee of the embassy was also 
wounded in the attack. 

On Nov. 7. 1983, a Jordanian 
security guard for the embassy in 
Athens was shot and killed in the 
Greek capital and another guard 
was wounded. 

Jordan's Ambassador to Italy 
Tayseer Touqan was wounded in 
an assassination attempt in Rome 
on Oct. 26, 1983, and the cou- 
ntry s ambassador to India. Moh- 
ammad Ali Khurma. was shot the 
previous day. 

Azmi takes stand with martyrs, by 
Musa Keilani, page 3 


BHOPAL. India (R) — Indian 
. officials said Tuesday that 564 
people were known to have died 
following the leak of pojson gas 
’ from a Bhopal pesticide factory 
but a news agency and hospital 
staff said they feared the death toll 
had already climbed above 1 ,000. 
A spokesman for the central 
Madhya Pradesh state gov- 
ernment told Reuters in Bhopal, 
the state capital, that the death toll 
had reached 546 with the recovery 
of more bodies. The United News 
of India (UNI) news agency rep- 
orted that an investigation by its 
reporters showed that 1,102 had 
died in the disaster. 

? Policeman arrested 
^in Gandhi murder 

. NEW DELHI (API — Police 
have arrested a policeman who 
was said to have “guided the ass- 
assins in executing the plot” to kill 
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, the 
United News of India < UNI) rep- 
orted Tuesday. Balbir Singh, ide- 
ntified as a sub-inspector of the 
Delhi police, was arrested Mon- 
day and remanded to police cus- 
tody for two days for int- 
errogations on Tuesday. UNI said. 
Government officials and inv- 
; estigators could not be reached 
Immediately for comment on the 
report. 


Hijackers kill 1 passenger, 
free 19 at Tehran airport 


: Yemeni leaders 
-to hold talks 


BAHRAIN (R) — South Yemeni 
President Ali Nasser Mohammad 
arrived in Sanaa Tuesday for talks 
with North Yemeni President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh, the Saudi Press 
Agency reported. President Nas- 
ser Mohammad, quoted by the 
agency in a despatch from Sanaa. - 
said their talks would be within the 
.framework of the joint Higher 
Yemeni Council, formed to forge 
unity between the two countries. 
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BEIRUT (Agencies) — Clashes 
between the army and militiamen 
broke out Tuesday south of Beirut 
and the mainly Druze Progressive 
Socialist Party (PSP) said it would 
not allow the army to take over 
PSP strongholds under a new sec- 
urity plan. 

The PSP in a statement denied 
Falangist claims that PSP militia 
had been trying to upset the 
Syrian-backed security plan by 
sparking tension in Shouf mou- 
ntains south of Beirut and the 
Kharroub region north of the Isr- 
aeli "front line”. 

A military spokesman Monday 
said plans for the array to imp- 
lement the second stage of the 
plan might be delayed from this 
Thursday after four days of fierce 
militia fighting in the Kharroub. 
The first stage of the plan was exe- 
cuted last week in Beirut. 

The PSP statement, broadcast 
by PSP radio, said the party acc- 
epted army deployment along the 
main road from Beirut to the 
Awali River, but rejected the 
army’s attempts to enter positions 
in the Kharroub “under the slogan 
of going south.” 

It said PSP support of the plan 
“does not mean that we have aba- 
ndoned our right to defend our 
people everywhere with ali 
means.” 

The statement came shortly 
after fresh clashes broke out in the 
Shouf mountains 15 kilometres 
southeast of Beirut. 

Right-wing Falangist radio cha- 
rged PSP militia began firing at the 
strategic village of Souq AJ Gharb 
overlooking the presidential pal- 
ace just after midday using tanks, 
weapons and automatic weapons 
and sniping continued despite a 
ceasefire. 

The positions of neutral dis- 
engagement forces and French 
military observers near Souq A1 
Gharb also came under anti- 
aircraft sniper fire, it said. 

PSP radio said several Druze 
villages were shelled by army and 
"Lebanese forces" ftulitias using 
artillery, tanks and mortar Fire. 
Attacks were stepped up despite 
two ceasefires, it said. 

The radio also said that a family 
of five was killed early Monday 
when they drove their car towards 
the Damour bridge on the coastal 
road between Beirut and the 
Awali. Sniping has so far pre- 
vented removal of the bodies, it 
said. 

: The military council, which was 
to have met "Monday to finalise 
details of the army move sou- 
thward, convened Tuesday but did 
not discuss troop deployment, 
council sources said. 

(Continued on page 3) 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — Hij- 
ackers forced Kuwaiti Airways 
plane to Tehran’s Mehrabad air- 
port Tuesday and killed one hos- 
tage, but later released 19 women 
and children from the plane, the 
Iranian news agency. IRNA. said. 

But a crew member of an inc- 
oming Iranian flight said he had 
overheard the hijackers telling 
control tower officials that they 
would start killing one passenger 
every 15 minutes, starting with 
Britons, according to a dispatch by 
Reuters. 

The crew member quoted the 
.hijackers as telling the control 
tower in Arabic: “We are against 
the British. As long as there is a 
Briton on board we will not hurt 
the others." 

It was not known how many Bri- 
tons were among at least 155 peo- 
ple aboard the Kuwait Airways 
Airbus. But diplomatic sources 
said the pilot, whom they named 
as J.A.K. Clark, was British, and 
there were possibly two others. 

The freed passengers were five 
women and 14 children, most of 
them Pakistanis, IRNA said. 

They were freed following neg- 


otiations at 1740 local time (1310 
GMT), twelve hours after the hij- 
acked Airbus with 161 people 
aboard was forced to land at Meh- 
rabad airport, IRNA said. 

The Kuwaiti jet had taken off 
from Kuwait the Monday night 
with 150 passengers and 11 crew 
on a flight to Karachi, Pakistan, 
via Dubai.. 

About 20 hours after the plane 
was commandeered, no ann- 
ouncement had been made of any 
demands by the hijackers, bel- 
ieved to number five. 

Security guards at the airport 
and IRNA said one passenger had 
been killed and another wounded 
during a scuffle on board after the 
plane had landed in Tehran. 

A security guard at the airport 
■told Reuters a man. whose ide- 
ntity was not known, had been 
shot and then kicked off the plane. 
The hijackers then fired at the 
body again on the tarmac, the 
guard said. 

IRNA said the man died on the 
way to hospital. The wounded 
passenger was not allowed to 
leave the plane, but the hijackers 
'called for and received medical 


IRNA said the plane was sta- 
nding on a- side runway with all 
blinds drawn and under heavy 
guard. About 20 emergency veh- 
icles were standing by several 
hundred metres away. 

Kuwait's charge if affaires in 
Tehran was called to the airport to 
help negotiations with the hij- 
ackers. whose identities were not 
known. 

In Islamabad, the Associated 
Press of Pakistan (APP) news 
agency reported there were 127 
Pakistanis among those on board 
the hijacked plane. 

The agency quoted civil avi- 
ation authorities in Karachi as say- 
ing 2R other people on the Airbus 
were from various unspecified 
countries. 

Pakistani officials said most of 
the passengers were Pakistani 
workers in the Gulf returning 
home. 

APP said the Iranian charge 
d'affaires in Islamabad was called 
to the Foreign Ministry and told of 
Pakistan's deep anxiety and con-- 
cent over the hijack. 

(Continued on page 3) 


Israelis kill woman in S. Lebanon village 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Israeli 
occupation troops shot and killed 
a woman after entering a South 
Lebanon village and coming 
under attack from villagers thr- 
owing stones, according to reports 
reaching here. 

Sources quoted by the Ass- 
ociated Press in Tel Aviv said sol- 
diers in the Israeli patrol open fire 
after the villagers in Jibchit pelted 
them with rocks in an incident 
Monday evening. They then wit- 
hdrew from the village. 

Lebanese newspapers ide- 
ntified the victim as 35-year-old 
Mcryam Ahmad NahhaL The 


newspaper said three other vil- 
lagers also were wounded, inc- 
luding an 11 -year-old boy. 

Israeli troops imposed a curfew 
in the town after the confrontation 
and brought in reinforcements of 
about 50 vehicles. Lebanese new- 
spapers reported. The curfew was 
lifted at 4 a.m. Tuesday, the new- 
spapers reported. 

Jibchit, six kilometres sou- 
thwest of the market town of Nab- 
atiyeh, is a focal point of resistance 
to the Israeli occupation. 

The Israeli army tries to stay out 
of ShFfte villages and has handed 
over many checkpoints in the vil- 


lages to its Lebanese allies, the 
“South Lebanon Army” militia. 
The sources said they did not 
know the specific reason why the 
Israeli patrol entered the village. 

Three Israeli soldiers were sli- 
ghtly wounded about noon Tue- 
sday near the eastern Lebanese 
town of Madoukha when the arm- 
oured personnel carrier in which 
they were travelling drove over a 
roadside bomb, the Israeli military 
command announced in Tel Aviv. 

Madoukha is along Israel's 
“front line" in the Bekaa Valley, 
six kilometres from the Syrian 
border. 



The Lower House of Par liame nt in session Tuesday (Petra photo) 

Lower House expresses total 
support for King’s call to PLO 


By I Am is K. Axtdoni ting the PNC in Amman “which 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter expressed the King's sincere con- 
cern over the future of the PaJ- 
AMMAN — The Lower House of' estinian cause and the Palestine 
Parliament Tuesday expressed Liberation Organisation (PLO." 


Israel unhappy over Egypt-Jordan statement 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel is unh- 
appy about an Egyptian- 
Jordanian statement Monday cal- 
ling for an international Middle 
East peace conference and will 
seek clarification from Cairo, a 
senior official said Tuesday. 

Asked to comment on a Jer- 
usalem Post report Tuesday des- 
cribing Israel's reaction to the sta- 
tement as “dismay”, the official 
said: 

“ It would not be difficult to find 
reasons for dismay, anger and 
even sorrow. We are studying the 
text and will be seeking cla- 
rification through our embassy in 
Cairo about certain points.” 

The Cairo statement, issued 
Monday as a joint communique 


with Jordan following a state visit 
by King Hussein, called for Pal- 
estinian “self-determination in 
the form they see fit on their nat- 
ional soil” and for the inclusion of 
the Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO) in any peace 
talks. 

The Israeli official, who spoke 
on condition he was not identified, 
said Israel was still studying the 
communique. He said the com- 
munique contained statements 
that Israel found “unacceptable” 
but “it would be premature to say 
it is a deviation from the Camp 
David” agreements between 
Egypt and Israel. 

In a speech to parliament Mon- 
day, Prime Minister Shimon Peres 


also rejected the call by Egypt and 
Jordan for an international peace 
conference, charging that such a 
conference would be weighted 
against Israel and would be used 
to "pressure" Israel for “con- 
cessions." 

Mr. Peres also ruled out neg- 
otiations with the PLO but said he 
would welcome Palestinian del- 
egates in peace talks who were not 
PLO members. 

He again invited Jordan to neg- 
otiate directly with IsraeL 

Foreign Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir told a visiting Italian Deputy 
Premier Bruno Corti on Tuekiay 
that the PLO was the major “obs- 
tacle” to peace, the ministry off- 
icial said. 


total support for His Majesty King 
Hussein's call for a joint 
Jordanian-Palestinian political 
initiative to solve the Palestinian 
problem and Prime Minister 
Ahmad Obeidat reiterated that 
Jordan will not join any separate 
settlement with Israel. 

A statement issued by the 
Lower House following an ord- 
inary session Tuesday expressed 
appreciation for the "framework 
that the King outlined for a future 
joint Jordanian-Palestinian pol- 
itical action to solve the Pal- 
estinian question." 

In his opening speech at the 
17th session of the Palestine Nat- 
ional Council (PNC) in Amman 
last week. King Hussein called on 
the Palestinians to formulate a 
joint political initiative based on 
the principle of exchanging land 
for peace. 

Tuesday's Lower House sta- 
tement said that the King’s speech 
was “clear and frank and con- 
sistent with Jordan's consrant pol- 
icy towards the Palestinian que- 
stion." 

It also thanked the King for hos- 

Arafat 
arrives in 
Kuwait 

KUWAIT (Agencies) — Pal- 
estine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat 
arrived in Kuwait Tuesday from 
Saudi Arabia for talks with Kuw- 
aiti officials, the Kuwaiti news 
agency, KUNA, said. 

Palestinian sources, quoted by 
KUNA, said Mr. Arafat would 
brief officials on last week's mee- 
ting of the Palestine National 
Council (PNC) in Amman and 
plans for a Jordanian-Palestinian 
initiative to revive the Middle East 
peace process. 

In Riyadh, on the first leg of a 
tour of Arab countries, Mr. Arafat 
had talks with Saudi Arabia’s King 
Fahd. 

The PLO leader was quoted by 
the United Arab Emirates news 
agency WAM as saying that “esc- 
alation of military action within 
the (Israeli) occupied Arab ter- 
ritories and South Lebanon is for- 
emost on the programme of the 
PLO in the coming stage." 

In an interview conducted by 
WAM while Mr. Arafat was in 
Amman, Mr. Arafat hailed the 
“firm backing” he said the PLO 
was getting /from the six-member 
Gulf Cooperation Council The 
GCC groups Saudi Arabia, Kuw- 
ait, the UAE, Qatar, Bahrain and 
Oman. 

Mr. Arafat called for “the ret- 
urn of Egypt to its natural place 
within the Arab Nation," exp- 
ressing conviction that current 
inter-Arab differences were “but 
the difficult delivery pains of a 
great birth for the (Arab) Nat- 
ion." 

There has been no indication 
however that Mr. Arafat planned 
to include Cairo on the wide-scale 
tour of Arab capitals he was said 
to be contemplating after the PNC 
meeting in Amman. 

Turning to the United States, 
Mr. Arafat said in the interview 
with WAM that Washington’s 
“dramatic bias for the Israeli 
enemy on Arab causes— cannot 
go on for long." 


In a short speech Tuesday Mr. 
Obeidat reiterated the King’s ple- 
dge in his PNC speech that “Jor- 
dan will not enter in any unilateral 
treaties with Israel." The prime 
minister said that convening the 
council in Amman “ was not a con- 
tinuation of Jordanian-Palestinian 
talks." 

Earlier in the session Mr. Obe- 
idat said that there were “no sec- 
ret discussions between the PLO 
and Jordan” on the fringes of the 
PNC. Mr. Obeidat's remarks 
came in reply to a request by the 
deputy of Bethlehem. Edward 
Kharnis, on the government "to 
disclose details of- -the • del- 
iberations between the PLO and 
the Jordanian government before 
and after the PNC." 

But, the prime minister, app- 
arently irritated by Mr. Kharnis’ 
suggestion, replied: “There were 
no deliberations between the two 
sides on the means of liberating 
the usurped Arab territories." 

Talks between senior officialsof 
both sides preceded and followed 
the convening the PNC, and acc- 
ording to Mr. Obeidat, they foc- 


used on preparations for the PNC 
and did not involve joint future 
political moves. 

“PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 
asked us to host the PNC in 
Amman and we agreed and nat- 
urally we discussed together the 
complicated procedure involved." 
he said. 

The prime minister implied that 
the Jordanian government did not 
interfere in the PNC and that the 
Palestinians were free to decide on 
their internal affairs and make 
final decisions on their own. 

“We were not partners in the 
PNC," Mr. Obeidat said. “The 
PNC sessions were open from the 
beginning to end and there were 
no secret talks of any kind bet- 
ween Jordan and the PLO." 

Mr. Kharnis had also expressed 
“disappointment" at the final res- 
olutions endorsed by the PNC in 
Amman. 

“Unlike our expectations, the 
final PNC resolutions did not ref- 
lect any indication of a near pol- 
itical move to solve the Middle 
East question or to liberate the 
Israeli occupied Arab territories," - 
he said. “The Palestinian people 
were expecting positive res- 
olutions that will contribute to 

(Continued on page 3) 


Israel -PLO recognition is 
key to peace, Ghali says 


GENEVA (R) — Mutual rec- 
ognition by Israel and the Pal- 
estine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) is the key to accelerating 
the Middle East peace process. 


rtiory (the Golan Heights) is occ- 
upied by Israel, would also be a 
vital factor. 

Ideally, he said, all countries 


kLZT Ia Z r should participate but failing that 

Egypt, an Minister of State for „ 0U M be ve^ negative to pos- 

B ° UaDS Ghal ' .pone the peaeeproeesaun.il we 


said Tuesday. 

“If mutual recognition can be 
obtained this will help create a 
new momentum in favour of the 
peace process." he told Reuters in 
an interview following Tuesday's 
joint Egyptian-Jordanian call for 
an international Middle East 
peace conference. 

"There is the political will in the 
PLO, in the Egyptian adm- 
inistration and in the Jordanian 
administration to do something 
now." Mr. Ghali added. 

He acknowledged that the att- 
itude of Syria, part of whose Ler- 


can obtain the participation of all 
concerned." 

“What we are aiming for is that 
at least, in the beginning of a new 
peace process, we can obtain from 
Syria an attitude of neutralism 
towards it rather than one of hos- 
tility and opposition." Mr. Ghali 
said. 

The Palestinian problem was 
the first priority but at a later stage 
a global solution would require 
the negotiated withdrawal of Isr- 
aeli forces from the Golan Hei- 
ghts. he added. 


Chernenko accepts idea of 
early summit with Reagan 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet Pre- 
sident Konstantin Chernenko told 
•U.S. industrialist Armand Ham- 
mer Tuesday that he would agree 
to an early summit with President 
Reagan provided the United Sta- 
tes met certain conditions, Mr. 
Hammer said. 

The 86-year-old oil tycoon, 
who maintains dose contacts with 
Soviet leaders, told a news con- 
ference he sought Mr. Che- 
rnenko's views on a summit at a 
meeting in the Kremlin. 

Mr. Hammer also quoted Mr. 
Chernenko as saying it was time to 
“roll up one’s sleeves mid get 
down to business” on arms con- 
trol. 

Mr. Chernenko invited Mr. 
Hammer to Moscow to discuss 
U.S.-Soviet relations at a time of 


pons and if a meeting in January 
between U.S. Secretary of State 
George Shultz and Soviet Foreign 
Minister Andrei Gromyko was a 
success. 

“His answer was yes,” Mr. 
Hammer said. 

The industrialist stressed that 
he had no mandate from Was- 
hington and was representing only 
his own views. 

Mr. Reagan has offered to meet 
Mr. Chernenko but the Soviet 
leader said last month the time 
was not right. 

Moscow has urged Washington 
to agree to the nuclear treaty as a 
step towards mutual trust, but the 
United States and its allies have 
not accepted the proposal. 

Mr. Hammer, who first held 


renewed dialogue between the ■ talks in the Kremlin 63 years ago 


superpowers. 

Mr. Hammer said he asked Mr. 
Chernenko if he would agree to an 
early summit if Mr. Reagan acc- 
epted a Soviet plan for a treaty 
banning first use of nuclear wea- 


when he met Lenin, made public a 
statement given to him by Mr. 
Chernenko repeating the Soviet 
view that it was up to Mr. Reagan 
to put his conciliatory language 
into action. 
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Lebanon to keep Palestinians 
out of South, officials say 


By Andrew Taroowski 

Reuter 

BEIRUT — The Lebanese army can and will stop 
Palestinian commandos returning to South Leb- 
anon if it takes over the South after an Israeli wit- 
hdrawal, according to highly-placed Lebanese off- 
icials. 


They said Lebanon would never 
again lei the South become a base 
• for commando attacks on Israel 
and that it planned to ask Syria to 
close Palestinian bases in some 
parts of central Lebanon con- 
trolled by the Syrian army. 

Briefing journalists on military . 
and political moves for an eve- 
ntual army move into the South, 
officials contradicted recent Leb- 
anese public statements that the 
army would not police the region 
for the Israelis when they left. 

They insisted that Lebanese 
.troops could stop Palestinians 
entering the South more eff- 
ectively than the U.N. troops and' 
a pro-Israeli militia proposed by 
Israel. 

Israel, which invaded Lebanon 
in 1982 to dislodge the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO), 
says its main concern at current 
troops withdrawal talks is to seek 
measures to stop future com- 
mando attacks on its territory 
from Lebanon. 

Sceptical that Lebanon's army 
can do the job. Israel has proposed 
a secondary role for it in part of 


the South. Beirut says it should 
take over the whole area, backed 
by U.N. troops. 

One official said the key to cur- 
rent plans to deploy the array in 
militia areas outside Beirut, and 
later in the South, was “whether 
the Lebanese army is ready to do 
the task." 

He said the 38.000-strong army 
was recovering from poor morale 
and sectarian divisions suffered 
after fighting opposition militias 
this year, and had 19,000 men 
“ready for any operational test." 
of whom it would send S-l 0.000 
to the South. 

“We have decided and are fully 
determined that the South is not 
going back to terrorist activities," 
one official said. “We accept no 
more Palestinian revolutionary 
war with South Lebanon as a base 
for departure." another added. 

Despite recent PLO claims to 
the contrary, they said there was 
no armed Palestinian organisation 
in the South and no Palestinians 
were involved in the ami- Israeli 
resistance. 

But the security arrangements 


proposed by Israel at the talks in 
the southern town of Naqoura 
would make it difficult for Leb- 
anon to prevent future infiltration, 
the officials said. 

Israel says it wants to divide the 
region into a northern zone con- 
trolled by the U.N. Interim Force 
In Lebanon (UNIFIL) with Leb- 
anese army backing, and a border 
area under the “South Lebanon. 
Army” (SLA) of former Lebanese 
Brig. Antoine Lahd. 

“These Israeli zones will create 
a lot of problems for us and we 
couldn't prevent infiltration." an 
official said. “We believe if you 
put UNIFIL in one strip and the 
SLA in another, then you can't 
stop terrorist activities. 

“(UNIFIL) people from Nor- 
way and Sweden can’t deal with 
southerners. They don’t know 
their language or their culture. 

“They can't produce better res- 
ults than the Lebanese army. Half 
of the men come from the South 
and can pick up foreigners imm- 
ediately." 

Echoing the opinion of Western 
military observers, who say the 
2,500-strong SLA militia will split 
along sectarian lines when the Isr- 
aelis £o. he said: “I am sure the 
Israelis will realise one day the 
Lahd army is not the right sol- 
ution.'* 

In contrast, “all Lebanese will 
help the army keep foreigners out 
of the South." because of their bit- 
ter experience of instability, the 


official said. 

He said Lebanon would never 
again sign an agreement allowing 
Palestinian commandos to ope- 
rate from its territory, such as the 
1S/G9 Cairo agreement with the 
PLO. 

“There will be no more agr- 
eements allowing Palestinians to 
operate in Lebanon." Although 
- the Cario agreement has not been 
abrogated, the official said: “If 
does not exist any more. It is obs- 
olete.” 

Shfite Muslim militia leader 
Nabih Berri. Lebanon's minister 
for the South, has also said the 
agreement “has collapsed and 
become void as a result of events.’' 

Asked if Beirut had asked Syria 
to close Palestinian bases in 
Syrian-occupied areas of Leb- 
anon, an official said: “This will be 
part of the mountain plan. Leb- 
anon wants to ask the Syrians to 
close down Palestinian bases in 
the area." 

The “mountain plan” is the 
final stage of a plan to deploy tro- 
ops outside Beirut in agreement 
with Lebanon's major sectarian 
forces. It includes a move down to 
Israeli lines, possibly this week, 
and later into mountains above 
Beirut. 

Several Palestinian groups have 
bases in the central mountains, as 
well as in parts of the eastern 
Bekaa Valley, but the official did 
not say which bases might be clo- 
sed. 


All crew rescued from hit Gulf tanker 


MANAMA, Bahrain (AP) — 
Three crew members of a Cypriot 
supertanker were reported res- 
cued Tuesday. 22 hours after an 
Iraqi warplane fired a rocket into 
-the vessel's engine room and set it 
ablaze, marine salvage executives 
here said. 

The three were trapped behind 
a “fire exit door'* inside the bla- 
zing room and “have been saved 
miraculously." said one executive. 

“Wc are glued to our radio 
monitors, because we expect the 
Iranians to retaliate with a raid on 
any ship in the southern Gulf wat- 
ers." said the executive, who ref- 
used to be identified. 

The attack was the first on a 
tanker in the Gulf in six weeks. 

An Iraqi military spokesman in 
Baghdad confirmed that Iraqi jet 
fighters hit a “large naval target" 
but he gave no details. 

, J ' The 386.343-ton Minotaur with 
a crew of 27 had been en route to 
Iran's Kharg Island oil terminal to 
pick up a load of crude, the exe- 
cutives said. 

The Iraqis, who have been at 
war with Iran for more than four 
years, have frequently raided 
commercial vessels calling at Ira- 
nian pons in an attempt to und- 
ermine the Iranian economy by 
blocking its oil exports. 

A shipping company executive 
in Bahrain said tugboats app- 
roaching the Minotaur had rad- 
ioed that it was hit by a heat- 
seeking Exocet missile, a type that 
Iraqi French-built Super Ete- 
ndard planes arc believed to have 


used in past attacks on vessels near 
Kharg Island. The executive 
, spoke on condition of anonymity. 

Iranian array helicopters were, 
reported to have helped fight the 
flames aboard the tanker. 

The stricken vessel is owned by 
Moon Field Shipping Co. Ltd., in 
Limasssol. Cyprus, marine salvage 
sources said it is managed by Off- 
shore Oil Services (U.K.) Lid., 
based in London. 

A British seaman aboard a str- 
anded freighter off the coast of 
Bahrain picked up the Minotaur 
distress signal by accident and 
communicated it to the Ass- 
ociated Press (AP). 

He quoted the unidentified cap- 
tain of the tanker as saying in a 
radio message: “We are hit by a 
.rqfjpet.., the engine .room is .on 
fire.;'.*we need help ... our crew of 
27 ... three of them are missing 
aqd' yve cannot find* them... it is 
getting very hot here." 

The captain said the ship was 
struck at 1 1 :35 a.ra. (0835 GMT). 
The tugboat Salviva of the Gray 


McKenzie Co., a British firm, took 
to sea and hours later reportedly 
brought “the Minotaur lame 
under control." 

The Bahrain-based marine shi- 
pping executives quoted the Min- 
otaur captain as saying in a radio 
message that “my ship now is out 
of danger ... the fire has been bro- 
ught under control." 

Cornelius Pronk. the Dutch 
captain of the Osca Guna 1 tug- 
boat. told the AP in a ship- 
lo-shore radio interview that the 
Minotaur was “safe, five hours 
after the attack." 

“The Minotaur is in anchor 
where it was hit and would pro- 
bably require a tug to proceed on” 
to Iranian waters and Kharg, said 
Capt. Pronk, whose tug was under 
charter by the Dutch marine sal- 
vage compauy„Smit. International. 

in Singapore, a spokesman for 
■ the Selco Salvage Company slid 
its tugs Salviva and SalvaJour had 
taken the Minotaur in tow and 
were taking h to an undisclosed 
destination. 


Princess Anne ends Dubai visit 


DUBAI (R) — Princess Anne, 
daughter of Britain's Queen Eli- 
zabeth, left Dubai for home Tue- 
sday after a four-day visit to the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE). 
British embassy officials said. 

Princess Anne left with her hus- 
band. Captain Mark Phillips, who 
arrived in the UAE earlier. Both 
took pan in the Dubai Horse 


Show Dressage event which ope- 
ned here last Wednesday. 

While in the Emirates, Princess 
Anne met the President Sheikh 
Zaid Ibn Sultan AI Nahayan and 
his wife Sheikha Fatima. She also 
met Sheikh Maktoum Ibn Rashid, 
Dubai crown prince and deputy 
prime minister. 


American 
librarian 
kidnapped 
in Beirut 

BEIRUT (R) — An American 
librarian with heart disease has 
been missing for three days and is 
feared kidnapped, colleagues at 
the American University in Beirut 
(AUB) have said. 

The colleagues, who declined to 
be identified, said Peter Kilbum, a 
bachelor in his late 50s who has 
worked for the university for some 
20 years, was last seen on Friday 
evening by a student. 

, University spokesman Redwan 
Mawlawi said: “For the moment 
w e on ly consider him missing." He 
said the university was still sea- 
rching for Mr. Kilbum, had rec- 
eivetT no information of a kidnap. 

But one colleague said a search 
of his apartment showed that alt- 
hough his walking cane was gone, 
his medicines, without which he 
could not live for long, were still 
there. 

“Peter has a very weak heart 
and has had several strokes.” the 
colleague said. “None of us can 
believe they'd kidnap a man like 
that. He could hardly see or 
walk.” 

Four other middle-aged Ame- 
ricans have been kidnapped in 
Beirut since February, including 
an AUB professor who was freed 
by members of the Shfite Muslim 
■Amal* Movement. 



Masri receives Spanish team 


AMMAN (Petra) — Foreign Min- 
ister Taller AI Masri conferred 
here Tuesday with a visiting Spa- 
nish delegation which represents 
various political and economic 
sectors. 

Mr. Masri discussed with the 
visitors the Middle East question 


and the need for establishing a 
durable and just solution to the 
Palestine problem. He also exp- 
lained Jordan's views for holding 
an international conference on the 
Middle East and spoke about Isr- 
ael's arbitrary measures in the 
occupied Arab lands and its drive 


Security tightened at UAE embassies 


ABU DH AB F \gencies) — The 
president of tne United Arab 
Emirates (UAE). Sheikh Zaid Ibn 
Sultan AI Nahayan, said Tuesday 
that security had been tightened at 
all UAE embassies. 

Speaking at the opening of the 
UAJE Consultative Council, he 
said the UAE would not yield to 
terrorism or blackmail. 

“We have instructed the For- 
eign Ministry to take necessary 
measures to tighten security aro- 
und UAE embassies and to pro- 
tect our diplomats,” he said. 

The last attack on a UAE dip- 
lomat was in October, when the 
second secretary at the embassy in 
Rome was wounded in a shooting. 
A group calling itself the Arab 
Revolutionary Brigades claimed 
responsibility. 

The UAE president said he held 
host countries responsible for the 
protection of UAE diplomats 
abroad against terrorism. 

“But the UAE will not succumb 
to terrorism and cheap bla- 
ckmail," he said. “The blood of 
martyrs will only increase our det- 


ermination to continue our pol- 
icies.’ 'The UAE Cabinet and For- 
eign-Office had been instructed to 
work for the protection of the 
UAE diplomatic missions abroad, 
but the “host countries must saf- 
eguard and are responsible for the 
lives of our sons in the embassies.” 
Sheikh Zayed declared. 

Bahrain's prime minister rec- 
ently called for economic san- 
ctions against countries that har- 
bour terrorists. 
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Arar 
returns 
from talks 
in Tunis 

AMMAN (Petra) — Facilitating 
the travel of Arab citizens in Arab 
countries was one of the main top- 
ics discussed by the Arab Interior 
Ministers' Council at a session in 
Tunis, Interior Minister Suleiman 
Arar announced here upon ret- 
urning from the meeting. 

He said that the council also dis- 
cussed a pan-Arab strategic sec- 
urity plan and set up an 11- 
member committee to draw up the 
plan. 

The council also discussed the 
implementation of earlier cou- 
nciTs resolutions and looked into 
amendments of a number of byl- 
aws and approved the setting up of 
an Arab bureau for the protection 
and rescue of civilians, which will 
be based in Casablanca, the min- 
ister said. 

The council issued a statement 
at the end of its meetings Monday 
evening condemning Iranian agg- 
ression and Iran’s inhuman tre- 
atment of Iraqi prisoners of war. 
The statement voiced the councils 
support for Iraq's efforts to est- 
ablish peace in the Gulf region and 
called on Iran to put ao end to the 
tragical war. 

It also deplored Israel's arb- 
itrary measures in southern Leb- 
anon and praised the heroic Leb- 
anese resistance. 


to expropriate Arab territories 
and evict Palestinians from their 
land. 

During the meeting, bilateral 
relations were also discussed. The 
meeting was attended by Spain's 
ambassador to Jordan Emillio 
Menendez Del Valle. 


In his wide-ranging speech, del- 
ivered on his behalf by the UAE 
Minister of Health Hamad Abdul 
Rahman AI Madfa, Sheikh Zayed 
stressed his country was ready to 
exert every possible effort to help 
arrange a negotiated settlement 
between warring Iran and Iraq. 

He also called on all Arab lea- 
ders to transcend their differences 
so that a twice-postponed pan- 
Arab summit conference can get 
off the ground. 
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Egypt ends interrogation of suspected killers 


CAIRO (AP) — Authorities have 
completed their initial int- 
errogation of four men suspected 
of trying to kill a former Libyan 
premier but have not formally 
charged them, a senior security 
official said Tuesday. 

Ragaa AJ Araby. chief state 
security prosecutor, told the Ass- 
ociated Press that investigators 
were now interrogating “wit- 
nesses" and may have more que- 
stions for the four, two Britons 


and two Maltese. 

Egyptian officials arrested the 
four Nov. 1 7, one day after Libyan 
radio announced that “suicide 
squads” dispatched by the regime 
of Col. Muamraar Qadhafi had 
“executed" Abdul Hamid Bak- 
oush. a prime minister under the 
Libyan monarchy overthrown by 
Col. Qadhafi in 1969. 

But the next day. President 
Hosni Mubarak announced Egy- 


ptian security had tricked the Lib- 
yans into believing Mr. Bakoush 
dead and had arrested four of the 
alleged, would-be assailants. Mr. 
Bakoush turned up at a press con- 
ference in Cairo hours after the 
four were taken into custody. 

The four were identified as Bri- 
tons Anthony Gill and Godfrey 
Shiner and Maltese Romeo Nic- 
holas Schembri 'and Edgar 
Bonicci-Cachia. 


Peres to seek greater European role in peace efforts 


PARIS (R) — Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Shimon Peres is expected to 
express support for a greater West 
European role in Middle East 
peace efforts "during his official 
three-day visit to Paris, which beg- 
ins Wednesday. 

At the same" time he is likely to 
reaffirm Israels opposition to’ a 
proposed international peace con- 
ference and stress its preference 
for direct negotiations with its 
Arab neighbours, diplomatic sou- 
rces said. 

The visit, the first to France by 
an Israeli prime minister at an off- 
icial level for 20 years, marks the 
latest stage of a personal initiative 
by French President Francois Mit- 
terrand to help break the deadlock 
in the peace process. 

It also coincides with gathering 
momentum in the Middle East for 
a new approach to a settlement, 
notably through a rapprochement 
of Egypt. Jordan and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO). 

Israeli officials said Mr. Peres 
would show a new openness to a 


role by the European Community. 
Since taking office last July, the 
Labour Party chief ...has tried to 
move away from the Attitude of 
the previous right-wing adm- 
inistration that European inv- 
olvement was pro-Arab and det- 
rimental to Israel's interests, they, 
said. V ' / , - ' 

He recently told a par- 
liamentary .committee that Israel 
should adopt a positive line tow- 
ards the 10-nation bloc and urge it 
to play a “constructive role” in the 
Middle East. 

But his policy apparently con- 
trasts with that of the foreign min- 
istry under coalition member Yit- 
zhak Shamir, with whom he shares 
power following inconclusive ele- 
ctions last July. A senior ministry 
official told community amb- 
assadors last week that their cou- 
ntries should change their app- 
roach. which he said was unb- 
alanced in favour of the Arabs. 

Mr. Mitterrand will be briefing 
Mr. Peres on his visits in the past 
few months to Jordan. Egypt and 


Syria, where he was urged to back 
proposals for a wide-based peace 
conference under United Nations 
auspices. 

Israel and the United States 
have rejected the idea, which 
would involve negotiating with the 
PLO and the Soviet Union. Mr. 
Mittenrand feels such a gathering 
would be worthwhile only if the 
participants had reached advance 
agreement on key issues. 

Mr. Peres made it clear in a rec- 
ent interview with L' Express, a 
French magazine, that Israel mai- 
ntained its preference for direct 
talks with Arab states. 

“There is no shortage of plans in 
the Middle East. What we really 
need is to find a partner. I am try- 
ing to create an atmosphere in 
which a partner can come and 
negotiate with us,” he said. 

In a reference to the Soviet 
Union, Mr. Peres said: "We don’t 
need a partial intermediary. If we 
get a chance to talk with (Syrian 
President Hafezj Assad, we' II do it 
directly. You don't have to go to 


Moscow to reach Damascus.” 

A major item on the agenda will 
be Lebanon, where Israeli officials 
are negotiating a withdrawal of 
their troops from the south of the 
country. 

France has indicated itwouldbe 
ready to increase its l ,500*strong 
contingent in - a United Nations 
force in the region to facilitate an 
Israeli pull-out if asked to do so by 
the Lebanese government. . 

Officials said that although 
Middle East issues would dom- 
inate the discussions here, Mr. 
Peres was also expected to express 
Israeli concern about the pro- 
jected entry of Spain and Portugal 
to the community. About 40 per 
cent ot Israel's exports of agr- 
icultural products go to the 10. 

The Israeli leader is scheduled 
to have several rounds of talks 
with Mr. Mitterrand and French 
Prime Minister Laurent Fabius. 
and with French financial and ind- 
ustrial chiefs before leaving for 
home on Saturday. 
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TV & RADIO 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

MAIN CHANNEL 

14.-30 Koran 

15:60 Loe transmission from Palace of 
Culture — Fesiival of Prophet 
Mohammad's Birthday, under the 
patronage of His Majesty King 
Hussein 

17:15 Religious Programmes 

16:05 Islamic Stones 

19:10 Special symposium on Prophet’s 
Birthday 

20:00 Now in Arabic 

20J0 Rehgwus Play 

23:00 Non m Arabic 

23:10 Religious Play (Contd.) 

23:45 Religious Programme 

23:50 Royal Anthem (signing off) 

FOREIGN CHANNEL 

I&00 French Programme 

19:00 News in French 

19:15 French Programme 

1WQ News in Hebrew 

20:00 News in Arabic 

20:30 Let their be Lose 

21:10 Documentary (Rheumatoid! 

22:00 News in English 

22:15 - -V - Eps. 9 


RADIO JORDAN 

$55 KHz. AM A 99 MHz. FXt 
A portly on 0560 KHz, SW 



07 

09M 


IfcOO 



11:00 


12:00 


1243 


1340 


13:05 


14:00 

I4:|0 

- News Bulletin 

14J0 


1340 


1640 


1045 ..._ 


16:30 


1740 

17:30 

18:00 


1845 - 

1ft 30 

... Over 0 Cup of Tea 

1940 


19:30 


2040 



21:05 

2240 



24:00 

....... News Headlines 


BBC WORLD SERVICE 

6J0. 720. 1413 KHz 

06:00 Ncwsdesk 0&30 Waveguide Rep- 
ort 06:40 Book Choke 06:45 Financial 
News 06:55 Reflections 07:00 World' 
News 07:09 24 Hours: News Summary 
07:30 What's New 07:45 The World 
Today 08: 00 Ncwsdesk 08J0 Omnibus 
09:00 World News 0*09 24 Hours: 
News Summary Q9J0 Report on Rel- 
igion 09:45 That’s Trad I OHM World 
News 10:09 Reflections 10:15 Classical 
Record Review I0J0 The Fust Half 
Century 11:00 World News 11:09 Bri- 
tish Press Review 11:15 The World 
Today 11:30 Financial News 11:40 Look 
Ahead 1 1:45 The Brotherhood of Brass 
12:00 News Summary: A Silent Life 
12:30 My Music 13:00 World News 
33:09 News about Britain 13:15 Images 
of Britain 13:30 Meridian 14:00 Radio 
Newsreel 14:15 Nature Notebook 14:25 
The Fanning World 14:45 Sports 
Round-up 15:00 World News 15:09 24 
Hours: News Summary 15:30 The Ideal 
Cast 1640 News Summary: Outlook 
16:45 Report on Religion 17:00 Radio 
Newsreel 17:15 Incredible Flauttes 
1 7:30 Two Cheers For November 18.-00 
World News 18s 09 Commentary 18:15 
Rock Salad 18:45 The World Today 
19:00 World News 19:09 Monitor 1935 
New Ideas IMS Waveguide 19:45 
Sports Round-up 20:90 Ncwsdesk 20:30 
Top Twenty 21:00 Outlook 21:39 Stock 
Market Report 21:45 Good Books 22:00 
World News 22:09 24 Hours: News 
Summary 22:30 Assignment 23:00 News 
Summary: U.K. Network 23:15 Album 
Time 23:45 Recording of [he Week 
2440 World News; The World Today 
00£5 Book Choke 0Qe30 Financial 
News 00:40 Reflections 00:45 Sports 
Round-up 01:00 World News; Com- 
mentary 01:15 Images of Britain 01:30 
Top Twenty 

, VOICE OF AMERICA 

MW 1260. SW 7200. 0J 65. 117-30, 
11925 & 15210 KHz 

O&M VOA Morning: News. Informal 
Presentation of Popular Music with Fea- 
ture Reports. Interviews. Answers lo 
Listeners' Questions. Science Digest. 
Sports News at 30 minutes past the 
hour, 17:00 News 17:10 Newsline 17:30 
Music USA ISM News 1&10 Focus 
1&39 Special English News and Fea- 
tures 19:00 News 19:10 Newsline 19:30 

Magazine Show 20:00 News 20:10 Focus 

2fc39 Special English News and Fea- 
tures 21. -80 Newsline America 21 JO 
Music USA 22:00 News and Editorial 
22:15 Music USA Jan 23H» VQA 
World Report 


TODAY’S EVENTS 

EXHIBITIONS 

■ ■ An art exhibition entitled "Med- 
itations'' by Hussein Da'seh at 5 p.m. at 
the French Cultural Centre (unul Dec. 
5) 

' An an exhibition by Saleh Abu Shandi 
(drawings and paintings) at rhe Royal 
Cultural Centre from Dec. 1-6. 

' An an exhibition by the Egyptian art- 
ist Na'im Jabr. at the hall of Petra Bank 
general administration until Dec. 8. 

FILMS 

- Chmcsschcs Roulcttee (colour) at 
8:00 p.m.. Goethe Institute. 

BAZAAR 

Turkish welfare baaaar at Hussein 
Youth City, organised by the YWMA. 

VIDEO 

* Video films. 4:30 at French Cultural 
Centre. .. 

CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Cultural Centre .Tel: 661026/7 

American Centre 44371 

American Centre library ... 41520 

British Council 36347-8 

French Cultural Centre 37009 

Goethe Institute 41993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 44203 

Spanish Cultural Centre .......... 24049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 39777 

Haya Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth City 6671RI 

Y.W.C.A. ... — ... .... 41793 

Y.W.m.A, 664251 

Amman Municipal Library 361 U 

University of Jordan Library K43555 

MUSEUMS 


Fofldore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 1 00 years old. Abo mosaics 
from Mad aba and J crash (4th to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. 
Amman. Opening hours: 9.00 n.m. - 5 
p.m. Year-round. TeL 51760. 

Jordan Archaeological masrum.- Has an 
excellent collection of the antiquities of 
Jordan. Jabal AI QnTa (Citadel Hill). 
Opening hours: 9-00 sun. - 5.00 p.m. 
(Fridays and official holidays 10,00a.m. 
to 4.00 p.m.). Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National GaBery: Contains a col- 
lection of paintings, ceramics, and scu- 
lptures by contemporary Islamic artists 


lrom most of the Muslim countries and a 
collection of paintings by 19th Century 
orientalist artists. Muntazah. Jabal 
Luwcibdeh. Opening hours: 10.00 aun. 
1.30 p.m. and 3 JO p.m. - 6.00 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 30128. 

Martyrs' Memorial 1 Military Museum): 
Collection of militaiy memorabilia dat- 
ing from the Arab Revolt of 1916. 
Sports City, Amman. Opening hours 9 
a.m.-4 pjn. Closed Saturdays. Tel. 
664240. 

Popular Life of Jordan Museum: 100 to 
150 year old items such as costumes, 
weapons, musical instruments, etc. 
Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 37169. 

SERVICE CLUBS 

Lions A mman Club. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday at the Hol- 
iday Inn. 1:30 p.m. 

Lions Philadelphia Club. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel, 7:30 p.m. 
PhBoddphia Rotary Chib. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
1:30 p.m. 

Rotary Club. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel. 2.00 p.m. 
Royal Automobile Chib. Jabal Amman. 
Eighth Circle. TeL 816534. 

CHURCHES 

Sl Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, (cl. 24590. 

Church of the Ana uncial km (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdch. 37440. 

De la Salle Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. 661757. 

Church of the Annunciation (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali. 23541. 

Anglican Church (Church of the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman, 41559. 
Armenian Cathode Church Ashrafieh. 
771331. 

AnaenJaa Orthodox Church Ashrafieh, 
775261. 

SL Ephraim Church (Syrian Orthodox) 
Ashrafieh, 771751. 

Amman International Church (Imer- 
denominatioaa]): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmeisanl. 816534. 

PRAYER TIMES 


AMMAN AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Alia inf- 
ormation department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport let (OSi 53200, 
where u should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 


04:54 


06:22 


11:26 


1*12 



:. Maghreb 

17:58 ., -Isha 


06:50 . 

Cairo (MS) 

07:40 . 
09-JO .. 


09:30 . 


09:45 . 
10:00 . 


10:20 . 
12:15 . 
14:40 . 
15:10. 
17:00 . 
17:30 . 
17J5 

17:40 . 
17:40 . 
17:45 

Kuwait (KUl 

Jeddah (SV) 

— . Rio de Janeiro. Lisbon f IA) 
.... Copenhagen. Frankfurt (RJ) 
Los Angeles. Chicago, Vienna 
(RJ) 

— New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

18:00 . 


18:10 

18:30 

. — Paris. Damascus (TA1 

1&30 


19:00 


19:25 . 


2040 . 
22:20 . 


00:45 . 


01:10 . 


DEPARTURES 

0fc30 — Istanbul. Amsterdam (KLM) 

06J0 Damascus, Frankfurt (LH) 

CT:0» - Beirut (RJ) 

07:15 . 

07 JO 

Aqaba (RJ) 

08:30 


0&4S Abu Dhabi. Karachi (PKl 

10:55 Damascus, Rome (Alitalia) 

Belgrade, London f RJ) 

Larnflca, Zurich (SR) 

I4J0 Doha, Abu Dhabi. Muscat (GA) 

15:40 

— - Kuwait (KU) 

1840 

- Jeddah (SV) 

19J0 


19:40 


20:00 


20:15 


20:30 


20:30 

20:45 


21:10 


***• Cairo (EAj 


MARITIME TRAFFIC 

Regular-line ships docking at Aqaba 
port : 

— Boleslaw Krzcwousty 

— Kaptain Mazciscv 

— Jeddah Crown 

— Natko Nadilo 
Kota Timur 

— Midhat 

— Arabella 

— AJ Khansaa 

— Arfcirs Star 

— Kirkuk 

— Jeddah Crown 

— Kota Timur 

— Khansaa 

Amin Kawar and Sons Company. Tel: 
22324 (six lines) at your service. 

MONEY EXCHANGE 

Local selllbuv rates in fils 

Belgian franc ..... '64.7/ 65.1 

Dutch guilder 1 15_3/ 116 

Egyptian guinea .... 311/ 3 1 5.6 

French franc *2.59 4" 1 7 

Iraqi dinar 33L6/ 33 J 3 

Italian lire (for 100 ) ... .. 21 / 212 

Japanese yem for 100 ) 162 . 5 / 163.4 

Kuwaiti dinar 1329/ 1333.15 

Lebanese lira 49 21 501 

Omani nyat i uq/ j 15N 3 

Oaunnval 10 y. 9 / ]10 j 

Saudi nyal I12.JV 113.5 

Swedish crown 45 . 7 / 4 $ 

Swiss franc 1 57.6/ 158.5 

Syrian lira 41.9/ 42.7 

UAE dirham I09J/ lto!l 

U.K. sterling pound 482.7/ 485.6 

U.S doUar ...402.5/ 404 J 

w. German mark 130/ I30.K 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It will be panly cloudy, with scattered 
showers. Light and variable winds will 
become southeasterly moderate. In 
Aqaba, winds will be northerly mod- 
erate and seas calm. 

Lowlhigh temperature in deg.C. 

Amman .. 6 /j 5 

Aqaba 10/23 

Deserts „ 4 / 1 $ 

Jordan Valley 9/20 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Ammon 14 . Aqaba 23. Humidity rea- 
dings! Amman 50 per cent. Aqaba 35 
per cent. 


EMERGENCIES 

Ambulance 193.775111 

Fir staid, fire, police 199 

Blood bank 775121 

Civil Defence rescue 6611 (I 

Fire headquarters .. 22090-3 

Police rescue 192. 21111. 37777 

Police headquarters 3 yt 4 | 

Traffic police 56390-1 

Electric Power Co 363RI-2 

Municipal water service 77M25-R 

Oueen AJia Im. Airport ..(OH) 53333 

HOSPITALS 

Hussein Medical Centre .. 813813-32 
K halidi Maternity. J. Ann .. 44281-4 
Akileh Maternity. J. Amman .. 42441 

Jabal Amman Maternity 42362 

Malhas. J. Amman 36140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171-4 

Shmeisanl Hospital 669131 

University Hospital R4SR45 

Dar Al-Shifa. J. Hussein 6671 58 

AI-Muasher Hospital ... 667227-9 

The Islamic. Abdali 665292 

AJ-Ahli. Abdali 664164 

Italian. At- Muhajreen 777101-3 

Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafieh 775 m 

Army. Marka 915 ] j 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Khaled Abu Khamis 770468 


Dr. Adnan AI Zaghloul 98140 

Mreish pharmacy 770910 

Nairoukh pharmacy 23672 

Urn Uihama pharmacy 22784 

AI Sayyed pharmacy 43611 

Ghassan pharmacy 774497 

TAXIS: 

Neil taxi 44433 

Grand Palace taxi 667079 

Medical City taxi 813813 

Faisal taxi 22051 

Rashied taxi 22023 

Talal taxi 25021 

IRBtD 

Dt. Mohammad Kh. Zu'bi f— ) 

Ibn Sins pharmacy •„ 2615 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Ghassan AJ Faqih 986432 

Hikma pharmacy ) 


general 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Ministry of Tourism 4431 1 

Hotel complaints 666412 

Price complaints 661176 

Telephone: 

Information 12 

Jordan and Middle East calls 10 

Overseas calls 17 

Cable or telegram 

Repair service 1 ! 


MARKET PRICES 


Upperllower price in Jib per kg. 

Apple (double red) 250/ 200 

Apple Igolden) 2S0 / 200 

Apple (starken) 250 / 200 

Banana 280/240 

Banana (Mukamraar) .......... 240 / 210 

Beans ..260/200 

Broad beans 620 / 580 ' 

Cabbage 130/100 

Chestnut 700 / 600 

5^irot 110/ 80 

Cauliflower 150/100 

Cucumber (large) 140/100 

Cucumber (small) 320/280 

Eggplant (large) 100 / 70 

Eggplant (small) 160/ 120 

S arllc 180/150 

°™P C » 500/450 

S™I« rru| i - 110/ 80 

250 / 200 


Lemon 

Mallow 

Mandarin 

Marrow (large) 

Marrow (small) 

Onion (dry) — 

Onion (green) 

Okra 

Olives (green) 
Oranges (Abu Sum) 
Oranges (Shammouti) 
Parsky 


Pears (American) 

Pepper (sweer) 

Pepper (hot green) „... 
Potatoes (imported) ... 

Ouince 

Radishes 

Spinach 

Tomatoes 

Turnip ..... 


...... 140/100 

...... 500/450 

_.... 130/100 

„_100/. ™ 

140/100 

170/140 

170/140 

550/500 

400 / 350 

230/1*0 

130/100 

100/100 

....... 540/ 480 

130/100 

........ 150/ 100 

.-..160/130 

170/140 

120*2 90 

130/100 

340 / 240 

130/100 
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Home news 


Azmi takes stand 
with martyrs 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 5, 19M 3 


By Musa Keilani 



HJS FATHER and friends cal- 
led him “Gandhi”. Just like 
Mahatma Gandhi be faced the 
assassin’s buBets in the same 
dramatic irony. Azmi Al Mufti, 
the Jordanian Embassy cou- 
nsellor in Romania is not mou- 
rned only by his fatter. Said 
Pasha, and by his family. He is 
mourned by thousands or Jor- 
danians: colleagues, friends 
and acquaintances. This int- 
egrity and moral fabric made 
him a pride to his EamOy. Being 
an epitome of diplomacy made 
him a pride to his colleagues as 
well. 

It is the destiny of Jordan to 
face amateur terrorism, org- 
anised terrorism and state ter- 
rorism. Since late King Abd- 
aDah’s assassination to Hazzaa' 
Al Majali's to Wasfi Al Tal's, 
Jordan never compromised its 
principles in- fear of cowardly 
terrorist bullets. Jordan never 
succumbed to political bla- 
ckmail in its defence of genuine 
Palestinian interests and true 
Arab rights. 

But the question remains: 
Far how long wQl Jordan tol- 
erate a certain state’s support 
for the terrorist acts of quasi- 
independent organisations? 

For how long will Jordan suf- 
fer the consequences of terror 
perpetrated by otters who con- 
sider it an official state policy? 

Within the last ten months, 
seven attempts were made at 
Jordanian diplomats’ lives. 
Some of them ended fatally. 

It is Jordan’s destiny to suf- 
fer Israel’s special brand of 


ilgjk 

Wi 

i 


state-sponsored terrorism. Al 
the same time, Jordan suffers 
from an Arab brand of state- 
sponsored terrorism. 

Enemies of Palestinian leg- 
itimacy are furious at Jordan’s 
exposure of their sloganeering 
strategem. They vent their 
wrath on defenceless Jordanian 
diplomats. 

Four years ago. Iraqi dip- 
lomats were suffering the same 
“sitting-duck” target fate 
which Jordanian diplomats are 
passing through now. At that 
time Baghdad used its typical 
Iraqi deterrent, which was both 
successful and lethal. 

Those who are committed to 
the evangelism of the bullet will 
never succeed in forcing 
Amman to subdue to their 
“diktat”. 


Aiian i, Egyptian team 
discuss trade in 1985 


AMMAN (Petra) — Steps for the 
implementation of a Jordanian- 
Egyptian trade protocol and inc- 
reasing the volume of trade bet- 
ween the two countries in 1985 
were reviewed here Tuesday by 
Minister of Industry and Trade 
Jawad Al Anani and a visiting 
Egyptian tirade delegation. 

.. At the . meeting, the two sides 
also reviewed ways for increasing 


the number and type of national 
products exchanged by the two 
countries, particularly in 1985, in 
accordance with an earlier agr- 
eement. 

Taking part in the talks, which 
will be continued over the coming 
six days, were senior officials from 
the Ministry of Industry and 
Trade. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Hassan to patronise seminar on safety 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan will 
patronise a seminar on pedestrians' safety at the Army Officers 
Club in Zarka. The seminar, which will take place on Dec. 1 1, will 
be organised by the Jordanian Society for Protection from Road 
Accidents. 

Mahmoud, UNRWA official hold talks 

AMMAN (Petra) — The United Nations Relief and Works Age- 
ncy’s (UNRWA) financial deficit and its impacts on the services 
•rendered by the agency were the main subject of discussion at a 
meeting Tuesday between Minister of Occupied Territories Aff- 
airs Shawkat Mahmoud and UNRWA Deputy Commissioner- 
General Robert Dillon. Mr. Mahmoud and Mr. Dillon also 
discussed the possibility of relocating UNRWA headquarters 
from Vienna to Amman, before the U.N. official left Amman for 
Vienna after a two-day visit to Jordan. 

New antiquities discovered 

SALT'( Petra) — Jordan Valley Authority (JVA) work teams 
Tuesday discovered some items of antiquities dating back to the 
Old Bronze Age in the Ghor region. The antiquities — a jug, clay 
lamps and a dagger — were discovered in the Umm Hamm ad Al 
Janoubieh (southern Urn Hammad) area in the Middle Ghor 
during excavations JVA teams were carrying out to cut a new 
canal for water in that area. 

Clergymen congratulate PNC speaker 

AMMAN (Petra) — A delegation representing Christian cle- 
rgymen Tuesday visited Palestine National Council (PNC) Spe- 
aker Sheikh Abdul Hamid AJ Saeh and congratulated him on his 
election as speaker of t he PNC. 

Hijackers kill 1 passenger 


(Continued from page 1) 

1RN A did not give any details of 
the negotiations that led to the 
release of the 19 passengers. 

It also did not reveal whether 
the hijackers had made any dem- 
ands, apart for asking for the ref- 
uelling of the plane soon after it 
had landed. 

IRNA said, the hijackers who 
were speaking Arabic told the 
control tower in their first contact 
that there were five of them. 

Two of the hijackers stepped 
out of the plane during the release 
of the women and children. 

IRNA said one of them stood at 
the top of the landing steps while 
the other came down to the run- 
way “and negotiated the release 
with two Iranian officials.” 

The released passengers were 
taken to the airport terminal bui- 
lding “and put under special 
care,” IRNA added. 

IRNA quoted Saijiada Banou 
Othmani, one of the released pas- 
sengers, as saying: “The hijacking 
began about 15 minutes after we 
left Dubai. We heard a quarrel 
between some persons and the 
crew of the plane and the firing or 
a gun which injured a male pas- 


senger. We knew something had 
started which was the beginning of 
the hijacking.” . 

She said the hijackers earned 
“bombs, machine guns and pis- 
tols” IRNA reported. 

Another Pakistani woman, 
KhalidahTayib, 17. wasquoted as 
saving a doctor among the pas- 
sengers had treated the injured 

man. , . 

An Iranian foreign ministry 
spokesman, quoted by IRNA. said 
his country condemned any form 
of hijacking and that utmost eff- 
orts were being made to save the 
passengers and crew. 

Iran, which said the plane ent- 
ered Iranian airspace at 23M> 
GMT Monday night, allowed the 
plane to land for humanitarian 
reasons, IRNA said. 

The Foreign Ministry said the 
■pilot radioed that the hijackers 
had threatened to blow up the air- 
craft and that he was running out 
of fuel. 

After the plane landed, Iranian 
negotiajL.s asked for the injured 
person and the women and chi- 
ldren to be released, but the hij- 
ackers rejected the request and 
demanded fuel. 





His Royal Highness Crown Prince Ha«mi Tuesday 
receives the governor of the city of Nabil in Tunisia, 


Hassan receives Tunisian envoys 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Tuesday received Mr. AJ Bashir 
AJ Hamidi. governor of Nabil in 
Tunisia and Mr. Mohammad Bou- 
thina. mayor of the Tunisian city 
ofAl H am mama t. The two off- 
icials conveyed to the Crown Pri- 
nce greetings and best wishes of 
Tunisian Prime Minister Moh- 
ammad Mzali. 

During the meeting. Prince 
Hassan and the Tunisian guests 
discussed consolidating relations 
between Jordan and Tunisia. 

Mr. Bouthina presented Prince 


JEA nears 
final phase of 
electrifying 
Al Hasa town 

AMMAN (PetTa) — The Jordan 
Electricity Authority (JEA) is 
making final arrangements for the 
electrification of Al Hasa town in 
Tafileh District in southern Jor- 
dan; and the town will be con- 
nected by a 33-kilovolt power line 
with the national electric grid. 

According to Sadek AJ Nab- 
abteh, director of JEA’s projects, 
in ^uthera Jordan, th^ project in 
Hasa is being' carried' out in coo-' 
peration with the Jordan Pho- 
sphates Mines Company which 
mines phosphates in the region 
around the town. The JPMC hel- 
ped in the installation of two tra- 
nsformer stations in the region, 
Mr. Nababteh said. 

The project carried out by a 
German company within a com- 
prehensive programme for the 
electrification of southern Jordan 
and includes 33 villages in the dis- 
tricts of Shoback, Ma'an, Tafileh 
and Karak, the JEA official 
added. 

He said that a total of 25,000 
people are expected to benefit i 
from the project which is est- 
imated to cost JD 1 million. 


Hassan with a Citizen oF Honour 
certificate in Hatmnamat City. 

Attending the meeting was 
Amman Governor Turki Al Hin- 
dawi. 

Mr. Hamidi and Mr. Bouthina 
arrived in Amman on Monday on 
a six-day visit to Jordan during 
which they will hold talks with off- 
icials at the University of Jordan, 
the Royal Scientific Society and 
Amman Municipality and wiU visit 
historical and archaeological sites 
in Jordan. 

Later on Tuesday, Mr. Hamidi 
and Mr. Bothina visited the Royal 


Truck rams into three 
cars, deserted house 


WADI SEER (J.T.) — Three 
small cars were destroyed and an 
unused house wrecked in a road 
accident which occurred near here 
Monday. A report in Al Ra’i new- 
spaper said that a truck slammed 
through the three cars and crashed 
into a deserted house when the 
truck driver lost control over the 
vehicle as he was driving towards 
Wadi Seer from Amman. The dri- 


ver said later that he lost control of 
the vehicle because the brakes fai- 
led. The driver tried to avoid tra- 
ffic and took a turn side ways, hit- 
ting the three cars and the house in 
order to avoid sliding down the 
road. 

No casualties were reported 
but the three cars and the lony 
were badly damaged, Al Ra* i said . 


Team to study Kuwaiti- 
use of treated waste water 


AMMAN (Petra) — A Jordanian 
delegation will go to Kuwait early 
next week to inspect agricultural 
projects there using created waste 
water and to study the possibility 
of benefiting from Kuwait’s exp- 
erience for application in Jordan 
to establish parks and plant trees. 

The delegation will comprise of 
representatives from Amman 
Municipality, the Water Athority 
of Jordan (WAJ) and the Health 
Ministry. 

Earlier last month, a Kuwaiti 


delegation visited Jordan and ins- 
pected the work of waste water 
treatment plants in the Kingdom 
and discussed with officials coo- 
peration between the two cou- 
ntries in the field of waste water 
treatment and the use of the tre- 
ated waste in agriculture. 

Kuwait has had a long exp- 
erience in this field and treated 
waste water has been used to irr- 
igate public parks since 1967 in 
the Gulf state. 


House voices support for King’s call 


(Continued from page 1) 

save them from the yoke of the 
Israeli occupation.” 

Mr. Khamis was referring to the 
final PNC communique which, 
evading a direct affirmative ans- 
wer to Jordan's call for a joint pol- 
itical initiative, to PLO's rei- 
terated rejection of United Nat- 
ions Resolution 242 which calls 
for the withdrawal of Israeli forces 
from Arab territories occupied in 
1967. 

During Tuesday’s session, the 
prime minister also announced 
that the government will not wit- 
hdraw its suggestion that all cit- 
izens who want to renew their pas- 
sports will have to be cleared by 
the General Intelligence Dep- 
artment. He also said that the gov- 
ernment will not support the for- 
mation of a Jordanian teacher's 
union. 

Mr. Obeidat explained that the 
government's suggestion to 
amend the Jordanian Passport 
Law is based on “security con- 
siderations." 

“This new amendment does not 
mean that the Intelligence Dep- 
artment will be the authority 
empowered to grant or deny the 
citizen’s right for a passport, but 
there are certain circumstances 
that dictate the need for such pre- 
cautions,” he said. 

Mr. Obeidat cited the ass- 
assination of the Jordanian amb- 
assador to Romania Tuesday 
morning as a clear example of the 
circumstances which compell 
Strict security precautions. 

Mr. Obeidat’s argument was 
consistent with statements he 
■ made shortly after assuming his 
position as prime minister earlier 
this year when he defended sec- 
urity measures adopted by the 
Intelligence Department aimed at 
“countering sabotage attempts 
' and attacks of which Jordan has 
recently been a target of." 

Mr. Obeidat clearly rejected an 
appeal by a number of deputies to 


allow the formation of a union of 
teachers of state-run schools des- 
cribing ft as “a purely political 
matter." 

Deputy Yousef Al Adem, who 
owns a number of schools in Jor- 
dan, disagreed with the prime min- 
ister and defended the right of tea- 
-cher5 to organise. 

The majority of teachers in Jor- 
dan are loyal to the country, he 
said, “despite the fact that some 
teachers do endorse deviationist 
political views and ideas.” 

Mr. Obeidat countered that a 
previous experience in the 50s 
dearly proved that such a union 
was used by other forces against 
the government and had resulted 
in confusion among teachers. 

But Mr. Adem said that many 
things have changed since the 50s 
and “what applied then does not 
apply now." 

“The era of violent dem- 
onstrations is over and it is time 
for allowing different political 
ideologies to compete under the 
sun," he said. 

Mr. Adem, who is believed to 
have strong Islamic indinations, 
has always argued for the freedom 
of political thought and practice 
"since it is the only and the most 
effective way to counter and even 
kill subversive political ten- 
dencies.” 

Teachers of state-run schools 
have been asking permission to 
form a union but were faced with 
constant rejection by the gov- 
ernment which apparently fears 
that such a union will be dom- 
inated and steered by “forces 
oppose the system .” 

The Ministry of Education, in a 
reply to the teachers, pledged that 
it wiU continue to work towards 
improving the conditions of the 
teachers and suggested that var- 
ious teachers “societies" be for- 
med in accordance with their fie- 
lds of Specialisation- 

Deputy of Jenin Mesbah Al 
Kazemi raised a complaint by the 


people in the Israeli occupied 
West Bank that many Arab cou- 
ntries refuse entry to holders of 
passport having visas issued by 
foreign consulates in East Jer- 
usalem. 

He explained that the rejection, 
evidently by security organs at 
Arab airports, is based on the 
wrong assumption that foreign 
consulates in East Jerusalem are 
pan of embassies moved from Tel 
Aviv to East Jerusalem and con- 
sequently reflect recognition by 
these countries of the Israeli claim 
that Jerusalem is the "eternal and 
indivisible capital of Israel.” 

But Mr. Mesbah explained that 
these consulates are in East Jer- 
usalem solely to serve the Arab 
citizens and exempt them from 
going all the way to Tel Aviv to 
obtain visas. 

PSP challenges 
army plan 

(Continued From page 1) 

Army deployment south of Bei- 
rut is designed to separate PSP 
and "Lebanese Forces” militias 
confronting each other in the Kha- 
rroub and to prepare for an army 
takeover of southern Lebanon 
once Israel withdraws. 

Meanwhile, military sources 
said a large Israeli military convoy 
crossed the Awali into the-Kha- 
rroub Tuesday where no fighting 
was reported for the first time in 
five days. 

The sources said 20 tanks and 
armoured personnel carriers cro- 
ssed the river after dawn, the sec- 
ond incursion in three days. A 
13-vehicle Israeli armoured col- 
umn was reported to have crossed 
into the Kharroub on Sunday. 

At Monday’s talks on ending 
Israel's 29-month occupation of 
southern Lebanon, Lebanon cal- 
led Sunday's incursion “int- 
erference to obstruct Lebanese 
deployment” in the Kharroub. 


‘Muslims should unite to liberate holy lands’ 

Jordan celebrates Prophet’s 
birthday anniversary today 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan, along with 
Arab and Islamic countries, Wednesday cel- 
ebrates the Prophet Mohammad’s birthday 
anniversary. 


Bashir Al Hamidi and Al Hammamat Mayor Moh- 
ammad Bouthina (Petra photo) 


Scientific Society where they were 
briefed by its President Fak- 
hruddin Al Daghestani on the est- 
ablishment and development of 
the society and its future plans in 
addition to its role in the dev- 
elopment plans in Jordan. 

The Tunisian guests also visited 
the University of Jordan and were 
briefed by its President Abdul 
Salam Al Majali on its est- 
ablishment, development and fut- 
ure plans in addition to its int- 
eraction with the local and Arab 
communities and cooperation 
with international universities and 
centres. 


On the occasion a religious cer- 
emony will be held Wednesday 
afternoon under royal patronage 
and prominent religious figures 
will address the audience. Spe- 
akers at the ceremony will include 
Chief Islamic Justice Sheikh Muh- 
eilan Mohammad and Minister of 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Abed 
Khalaf Dawoudieh. Religious 
ceremonies will also be held in 
mosques around the country on 
the occasion, organised by the 
Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs. 

On the eve of the anniversary 
the ministry issued a statement 

Abdul Jaber 
Arabs living 

TUNIS (Petra) — Minister of 
Labour and Social Development 
Tayseer Abdul Jaber Tuesday cal- 
led on the Arab World to help the 
Arab inhabitants of occupied Pal- 
estine, the Golan Heights and sou- 
thern Lebanon to bolster their 
steadfastness in the 'face of inh- 
uman Israeli practices against 
them. 

The minister, addressing the 
opening session of the Arab Min- 
isters of Social Affairs Council 
which opened here Tuesday, said 
that the challenges and the Israeli 
occupation which the Arabs face 
are “deeply connected with the 
social affairs of the people in the 
Arab World." 

A seminar on children's affairs 
held in Amman recently drew att- 
ention to the fact that 90 percent 
of those killed and wounded in the 
Israeli invasion of Lebanon in 
1982 were civilians, mostly chi- 
ldren, the minister pointed out. 

He said that the Iran-Iraq war 

Industrial 
analysis 
course ends 

AMMAN (Petra) — A two-week 
course on analysis and appraisal of 
industrial projects, organised by 
the Royal Scientific Society (RSS) 
in cooperation with the Arab Ind- 
ustrial Development Organisation 
(AIDO). concluded here Tue- 
sday. 

The course aimed at developing 
capabilities of participants in the 
fields of investment in addition to 
developing methods of analysis 
applied in planning industrial pro- 
jects and evaluating performance. 

It also aimed at reducing rel- 
iance on foreign expertise and str- 
engthening the role of the various 
institutions and national .cap- 
abilities in the field of economic 
studies and increasing their inf- 
luence in national policies. 

Taking part in the course were 
16 specialists from Jordan, Som- 
alia, Sudan. Oatar. Oman and 
South Yemen. 


urging all Arabs and Muslims to 
exert serious efforts for liberating 
the holy places which are now 
under Zionist occupation. 

"The anniversary of the Pro- 
phet’s birthday comes as the Isl- 
amic Nation is living through one 
of its darkest stages of its history 
with the holy places being des- 
ecrated by the enemies." the sta- 
tement said. 

“Muslims should launch a holy 
war to regain the holy places and 
restore dignity to the Arab people 
of Palestine,” it said. 

“This holy occasion is a rem- 
inder to all Muslims of their duty 


towards their country and should 
serve as an incentive for the Mus- 
lim nations to join their ranks and 
liberate their holy places in Pal- 
estine,” the statement said. 

To mark the occasion,of the 
Prophet’s birthday anniversary, 
all government departments and 
public institutions will remain clo- 
sed Wednesday. 

The Ministry of Com- 
munications, meanwhile, issued 
new stamps to mark the occasion, 
depicting pictures of the tombs of 
the companions of the Prophet. 

Minister of Communications 
Mohammad Addoub Al Zaben 
said that issuing of these stamps is 
in implementation of His Majesty 
King Hussein's message calling for 
the restoration of the tombs. 

The stamps of 10 fils. 25 fils. 40 
fils, 50 fils, 60 fils and 1 00 fils den- 
ominations will be put into cir- 
culation as of Wednesday. 


calls for efforts to help 
under Israeli occupation 


has its own adverse social con- 
sequences on the region as a 
whole, and continues to drain 
Arab economic resources. 

Social challenges continue to 
increase in the Arab countries as a 
result of unemployment, growth 
of population, migration of people 
from rural to urban regions and 
the presence of foreign workers, 
he said. These problems require 
speedy solutions, he added. 

Dr. Abdul Jaber also called on 
Arab states to support a pan- Arab 
social affairs fund which, he said, 
has received only five per cent of 
total Arab financial commitment. 

The opening session was also 
addressed by ministers from 
North Yemen, and Tunisia as well 
as the Arab League assistant sec- 
retary general for social and cul- 
tural affairs, Ibrahim Al Sa’d. 

The three-day meeting will dis- 
cuss 18 subjects pertaining to the 
social consequences of Israel's 


occupation of South Lebanon m 
addition to Jordanian proposals 
dealing with agrarian reform and 
rural development and pro- 
grammes for social development. 

On the agenda also are ways to 
support the Arab Social Affairs 
and Labour Fund, programmes 
for involving Arab women in ove- 
rall development and pre- 
parations for an international con- ' 
ference on social welfare which is 
due to be held in 1986. 

Tunisian Minister of Social Aff- 
airs Mohammad Al Naser said 
that a conference for ministers of 
social affairs will be held in the 
coming year to draw up a plan for 
effective Arab participation in the 
1986 international conference. 

The Jordanian delegation to the 
meeting is Headed by Dr. Abdul 
Jaber. It includes Mr. Farouk 
Naghawi from the Ministry of 
Labour and Social Development 
and a senior staff member from 
the Jordanian embassy in Tunis. 


TASS delegation,.arrives 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Soviet press delegation representing the 
TASS news agency Tuesday arrived in Amman on a week-long 
visit to Jordan at the invitation of the Jordanian News Agency. 
Petra. 
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WATCHES FOR BLiNDl Chief Chamberlain Prince 

Ra'd Ibn Zaid (right), president of the Friendship Society For the 
Blind, received Tuesday a number of Braille men’s and women’s 
watches for distribution to the needy blind in Jordan. The watches, 
donated by the American ZaJe Corporation in Dallas, Texas, were 
presented by the American ambassador to Jordan, Paul Boefcer. 


New extension to boost University 
Hospital service, in-patient capacity 


By Simonetta Carr 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The new extension 
of the Jordan University Hospital 
is expected to be opened next Jan- 
uary, according to the hospital's 
general director, Dr. Ride Ras- 
hdan. The construction of the new 
building was needed due to the 
changes that have occurred in the 
very nature of the hospital, he 
said. 

Built in 1973, and inaugurated 
the same year by His Majesty King 
Hussein under the name of the 
Amman Civil Hospital, it was first 
used as a re feral hospital for the 
Ministry of Health hospitals and 
from the private sector to deal 
with difficult cases which needed 
intensive care. In July 1975, a 
Royal Decree was issued in which 
the hospital was made to belong to 
the Jordan University and since 
then it has been called by its pre- 
sent name. 

With this decree, the duties of 
the hospital were defined as pro- 
viding a high standard of medical 
services to the public and pro- 
viding necessary teaching and tra- 
ining facilities for students of the 
Faculty of Medicine and of nur- 
sing schools, besides undertaking 
research projects. The nature of 
' tiie hospital then changed from a 
service hospital to a service and 
teaching hospital. 

This change necessitated an 
expansion of the hospital m num- 


erous areas, since the req- 
uirements of a teaching hospital 
are 4 or 5 times those of a service 
hospital, from a space point of 
view. 

The extension 

Therefore, at the beginning of 
1984, the university gave orders to 
establish this extension which will 
give the chance to expand the act- 
ivities of the old building and to 
add new, much needed facilities. 
Most needed are the laboratory 
and the room for medical dia- 
gnostic procedures. 

Four outpatient clinics, an eme- 
rgency room, operating theatres, 
four dental departments (not inc- 
luded in the old hospital building) 
will be functioning in the new 
wing. Besides, the new building 
will provide a good reception, a 
pharmacy, a cafeteria and a par- ■' 
king lot in the basement. It will be 
connected with the old building 
through two tunnels and two bri- 
dges, so that services, especially 
laboratory work, will be speedily 
exchanged between the two bui- 
ldings. 

The new extension will cover a 
29.000 square metres in area and 
will cost approximately JD 8 mil- 
lion including furniture. The new 
building will also give the hospital 
the possibility of expanding exi- 
sting services, providing more 
beds, particularly for children and 
neurosurgery and orthopedics pat- 
ients, and permitting the exp- 


ansion of the X-ray department, 
the physiotherapy department 
and the administrative dep- 
artment as well as the medical rec- 
ords filing room. 

At present, the Jordan Uni- 
versity Hospital has 475 beds, but 
the number will be raised to 500 
with the completion of the new 
building. Dr. Rashdan considers 
this number sufficient for the hos- 
pital at present. "If more beds 
were needed, we'd need a com- 
pletely new hospital", he says, 
“since 500 inpatients are all that 
one hospital can sufficiently care 
. for.” Dr. Rashdan and the adm- 
inistrative staff are at present busy 
planning the distribution of ser- 
vices in the new wing and the imm- 
inent move. 

Renovations 

While this project has been car- 
ried on, the old building has also 
recently been renovated. The kit- 
chen and the cafeteria are com- 
pletely new, and brand new lau- 
ndry machines have been acq- 
uired. All floors have also been 
repaved, and many of the bat- 
hrooms have changed to a new 
system of piping. Two new big boi- 
lers have been also replaced, and 
two modem ambulances for tra-' 
nsport, besides two other amb- 
ulances for cardiac patients and- 
intensive care cases have been 
added to the hospital's cars. The 
emergency department has also 
been modernised. 




Zia reappoints himself president via referendum 


By Tom Dew c ghi ia 

Reuter 

ISLAMABAD — Pakistani mil- 
itary ruler Mohammad Zia- 
UI-Haq has effectively rea- 
ppointed himself president by cal- 
ling a snap referendum on his pol- 
icies that will give him a five-year' 
mandate when it is passed, opp- 
osition politicians and foreign dip- 
lomats said Sunday. 

Gen. Zia, who announced the 
surprise Dec. 19 vote in a hastily- 
arranged broadcast last night, has 
also downgraded elections he has 
promised by March to usher in a* 
new era of civilian rule, they said. 

By scrapping his original plans 
to have a president chosen by the 
National Assembly after the ele- 
ction. they say Gen. Zia has all but 
shattered the hopes of moderate 
politicians that he might allow 
some political liberalisation to 
take place. 

There was little doubt that the 


president, who will ask in the ref- 
erendum whether voters agree 
with his drive to introduce Islamic 
laws here and want to see it con- 
tinued, had struck upon a question' 
few voters could reject 

“Pakistan was founded as a 
homeland for Muslims," one Wes- 
tern diplomat said. “Asking Pak- 
istanis whether they support Islam 
is Ijke asking Israelis whether they 
support Judaism." 

Leaders of the opposition Mov- 
ement for the Restoration of 
Democracy (MRD) Saturday 
night denounced the referendum 
as a transparent bid to prolong 
army rule and charged it would be 
rigged. Their comments were 
banned from the partially- 
controlled press. 

The 1 1-party MRD alliance, 
which last week launched its cam- 
paign to boycott the elections, dec- 
ided at emergency meetings Sun- 
day to urge the people to boycott 
the referendum as welL 


But while the politicians pre- 
dicted a massive boycott, the dip- 
lomats said they felt Gen. Zia, 
who seized power in 1977, was' 
now stronger than ever and would 
have little problem getting what 
he wanted. 

The referendum will focus on 
Gen. Zia's drive to introduce laws 
based on Koranic teachings in 
place of tbe secular legal system 
left over from the pre-1947 Bri- 
tish raj. 

Following traditional Muslim 
values, his "Islamisation” pro- 
gramme has introduced a strict 
moral code with harsh pun- 
ishments for offenders, imposed 
religious taxes to help the poor 
and banned usury. 

The Western-oriented elite cha- 
fes under its ban on alcohoL, its 
crowd-pleasing public floggings 
and its reduction of women's legal 
status, but few are against Islam 
itselL 


But tbe politicians and dip- 
- lomatssdw power as the real issue. 

"This is only a bid to get another 
lease of five years by using the 
name of Islam," MRD central 
spokesman Malik Mohammad 
Qasim said. 

The referendum ann- 
ouncement. which was preccdM 
by a six- hour cabinet meeting, also 
shifted the political focus away 
from the forthcoming elections to 
the national and provincial ass- 
emblies. 

Some moderate politicians 
hoped Gea. Zia might begin a 
process of liberalisation by ope- 
ning the assemblies to more than 
just his staunch supporters. 

Even though Gen. Zia was wid- 
ely expected to stay on as pre- 
sident, his original plan for a con- 
trolled election with democratic 
trappings appeared to indicate he 
was concerned about gaining a 


certain legitimacy from the polls. 

But Gen . Zia, who discussed the 
possibility of a referendum last 
April before publicly rejecting it, 
appeared to turn away from his 
line last month when he accepted 
the resignation of Mahmood Har- 
oon, his interior minister who had 
been contacting moderate pol- 
iticians to win their support. 

His firm ban on any cam- 
paigning, canvassing or public 
meetings on the referendum is 
also tougher than the original plan 
for the election campaign, during 
which he said limited political act- 
ivity would be allowed. 

One West European envoy said 
the elections were now less rel- 
evant because Gen. Zia bad found 
a new way of making himself an 
elected president 

“Now he can cancel them if it 
looks like the opposition will 
make trouble and he will stQl be an 
elected president," he com- 


mented. 

Gen. Zia, who promised polls 
after overthrowing former Prime 
Minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, has 
since cancelled scheduled ele- 
ctions twice. Mr. Bhutto was han- 
ged in 1979. . 

The politicians said Gen. Zia 
chose this point for tbe ref- 
erendum because the. MRD bad 
announced its boycott campaign' 
last week, but the diplomats were 
not convinced. 

Several noted the referendum 
result would be announced on 
Dec. 22, two days before general 
elections in neighbouring India. 

Gen. Zia mentioned threats 
along Pakistan’s borders and 
foreign-paid election saboteurs 
several times in his speech last 
night. They said concern about 
facing up to three months of ele- 
ctoral uncertainty after tbe Indian 
election may have helped pre- 
cipitate his decision. 


Speedy Shimon 


Bob Hawke turns out to be vulnerable after election 
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ISRAELI PRIME Minister Shimon Peres was quick off the 
mark to pour cold water on the Jordanian-Egyptian position on 
peace talks with Israel, which was announced Monday after the 
visit to Egypt of King Hussein and Queen Noor. Why is Mr. 
Peres in such a hurry to turn down Arab peace gestures? After 
all, we were told many times in recent years that the Labour 
crowd is different from the crazies of Likud. We were told the 
Labour crowd favoured a territorial compromise, an exchange 
of land for peace. So why does Mr. Peres turn his thumbs down 
and put his sense of state manship in his back pocket when two 
key Arab parties make serious peace noises? 

The Peres approach is telling. Mr. Peres says be will never 
talk to the Palestine Liberation Organisation (FLO), because it 
is a terrorist organisation, but prefers to hold talks with King 
Hussein on the future of the Palestinians. Israeli prime min- 
isters should think twice before saying they will “never” do 
something. We recall how Israelis said they would “never’’ 
leave the Sinai, and “never” evacuate their settlements there. 
When they were confronted with an Arab peace offer that was 
too good to refuse, they left tbe Sinai and physically destroyed 
their settlements there. So when an Israeli prime minister says 
he will never speak to the PLO, he means he will speak to the 
PLO when conditions are propitious for such a dialogue. 

The idea of having talks with Jordan to resolve the Palestine 
issue is a waste of time. Jordan has made it dear it will not 
speak for the Palestinians, and the Palestinians have a gen- 
erally competent leadership in the PLO that is the only genuine 
leadership they have ever had. We also remember what hap- 
pened when Egypt tried to speak for the Palestinians a few 
years ago in tbe Camp David autonomy talks. Nothing hap- 
pened, in fact, because only tbe Palestinians can speak for 
themselves, and only they can make peace with Israel. 

Mr. Peres is tbe hesitant leader of a weak coalition. It is a 
shame, but perhaps no surprise, that he rejects Arab offers of 
peace and moderation so speedily, for he seems more interested 
in keeping tbe support of the crazies of tbe right in Israel than 
in bringing peace to his people. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Al Ra’i: To stop a sliding cart 

IN THE present dark age in Arab history citizens cling to the faintest 
rays of hope and consider these rays as marking the advent of p bright 
day. In the midst of Arab paralysis and the disarray and the lack of 
solidarity and unity of action, citizens can only hope that a day will 
come when the leaders of the Arab Nation will forge a new course of 
action that will ensure a restoration of rights and peace. 

The meeting of the Palestine National Council in Amman and the 
meeting of King Hussein with President Mubarak in Cairo represent 
to us new rays of hope for a greater future. Perhaps these meetings 
acted to show the way the other Arab countries should follow if they 
want to end the darkness and come out into the light. 

The meetings of Amman and Cairo displayed a beginning of Arab 
solidarity, and represented a first step in the long march towards 
fulfilling our objectives. If the Arabs in genera] fail to adopt similar 
actions and fail to understand the need for unity and solidarity, they 
will soon be facing a common danger. Everything should be done 
now to stop the cart from sliding down into the abyss. 

Al Dustour: Promising communique 

THE JOINT communique issued after King Hussein's visit to Egypt 
reflects the national orientation of both Egypt and Jordan and their 
political stands. It also reflects their determination to pursue work 
towards serving the higher Arab interests. The communique stressed 
the need for achieving Arab solidarity and unifying Arab ranks in a 
constructive manner for the sake of restoring Arab rights. 

The communique considered the Palestine National Council* s ses- 
sion held in Amman as a legitimate practice by the Palestinians who 
should maintain their independent decision. The joint communique 
said that the Palestine problem should be the concern of all Arab 
Countries and that there must be a pan-Arab action to back Pal- 
estinian rights and the implementation of U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 242. 

On the Arab front the communique voiced the two countries’ total 
support for and solidarity with Iraq in its war with Iran in defence of 
the Arab homeland. It said ail Arab efforts should focus their att- 
ention on ending the pitiable situation in the Gulf and bring about an 
Israeli withdrawal from southern Lebanon. 


Sawt Al Shaab: Successful visit, talks 


THE SUCCESS of King Hussein's visit to Egypt marks a new beg- 
inning in the course of joint Arab action designed to achieve for the 
Arabs their goals and objectives. Egypt has endorsed King Hussein s 
proposals, which he had submitted to the Palestine National Council 
in Amman because it sees in them the best available formula for Arab 
action and a solution to the Middle East question. 

The five-point formula which the King presented to Egypt’s par- 
liament also contains the basic elements required for establishing 
stability and peace. This Jordanian formula is designed to break the 
current deadlock in the efforts to resolve the Palestine problem, and 
the exchange of land for peace is a feasible formula that can restore 
Arab rights in Palestine. No doubt Egypt's endorsement of King 
Hussein’s proposals will add more meaning and support for the 
Jordanian policy and could mean a beginning of an all-out effort on 
the part of the Arabs to take the initiative in solving their problems. 

The Jordanian formula should also be accepted by the world 
community since it contains elements backed by the U.N. resolutions 
on Palestine and because it calls for the convening of a U.N.- 
sponsored international conference to discuss the issue. 

The visit to Egypt was successful not only for the identical views of 
Cairo and Amman on tackled political affairs but also since it enh- 
anced the course the two countries have taken to promote their 
economic cooperation. 


By Reg Gratton 

Reuter 

SYDNEY — Bob Hawke, dubbed 
the Messiah by newspapers here, 
has shown that even the most 
popular prime minister in Aus- 
tralian history can be mortal. 

Although returned - to office 
with a comfortable majority in 
Saturday’s general election, Mr. 
Hawke lost seats and failed to get 
the massive endorsement pre- 
dicted for him during the cam- 
paign. 

In his second three-year term 
the tough-talking former trade 
union leader will not get the same 
easy ride which followed his 1983 
landslide victory and, political 
analysts say, prompted his dec- 
ision to call an election after only 
20 months in office. 

One major problem will be org- 
anised crime in Australia. He ple- 
dged to tackle the issue after a 
four-year official inquiry reported 


last month that it was on the verge 
of getting out of control. 

The Labour government hea- 
ded off debate on the potentially 
explosive inquiry which revealed a 
wide crime and drugs network in 
Australia. 

But Mr. Hawke said he would 
give top priority to fighting crime, 
including massive tax evasion 
which the Royal Commission det- 
ailed in its 11-volume report. 

Five volumes of the com- 
mission's report were made public 
but the rest was kept secret pen- 
ding further investigations into a 
number of alleged criminal mat- 
ters. 

The conservative opposition 
had accused Mr. Hawke of win- 
ding the commission up and tra- 
nsferring its powers to a new crime 
authority when close to catching 
major figures involved in drugs 
trafficking and other crimes. 

Mr. Hawke, who had cam- 
paigned heavily on his successful 


management of a sharp economic 
recovery after a devastating dro- 
ught. will not get the same dream 
run in his next three years, acc- 
ording to economists. 

Since he came to power he has 
seen the fastest real growth for 
over a decade, accompanied by a 
sharp cut in inflation, growing pro- 
fits for business and rising emp- 
loyment. 

The Labour government has 
established a record for pragmatic 
and moderate economic man- 
agement which has seen the flo- 
ating of the Australian dollar and 
a proposed entry of foreign banks. 

But Mr. Hawke could have real 
problems in carrying out three 
major election promises — res- 
trained public spending, no ove- 
rall increase in the tax burden and 
□o rise in the budget deficit as a 
proportion of real growth. 

Mr. Hawke's forging of a prices 
and incomes accord with the trade 
unions, a major factor in res- 


training growth and inflation, was 
also likely to come under pressure 
early next year, economists said. 

In foreign policy, the second 
Labour government will have to 
tackle the future of its vital 
ANZUS military alliance with the 
United States and New Zealand 
which has been jeopardised by 
Wellington’s ban on visits by 
nuclear-powered and nuclear- 
anned ships. 

Mr. Hawke said last week he 
would not interfere in the difficult 
negotiations between Australia's 
two allies over the treaty, a cor- 
nerstone of Canberra’s defence 
policies. 

But Washington has made it 
clear that the alliance js unw- 
orkable if New Zealand's Labour 
government persists in its anti- 
nuclear policy. The crunch will 
come at the annual ANZUS min- 
isterial meeting in Canberra next 
July. 

Mr. Hawke and Labour officials 
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Lusinchi, Reagan discuss Contadora plan 


By Harold Olmos 

Associated Press 

CARACAS — Venezuelan Pre- 
sident Jaime Lusinchi will try to 
promote the Contadora peace 
proposal for Central America and 
to improve bilateral cooperation 
during an official visit to the Uni- 
ted States this week, government 
sources here said. 

Mr. Lusinchi left Caracas on 
Monday and met . President 
Ronald Reagan and Secretary of 
State George .P. Shultz on Tue- 
sday. The sources, who spoke on 
condition of not being identified, 
said Contadora. the Caribbean, 
and the expansion of democracy in 
Latin America top their agenda. 

Mr. Lusinchi. 59. is ' . the 
first chief of state to meet Mr. 
Reagan after Mr. Reagan’s ove- 
rwhelming Nov. 6 election victory. 
According to Venezuelan ana- 
lysts. this underlines the Reagan 


administration's interest in pre- 
serving a traditionally close rel- 
ationship with this oil -rich South 
American country, whose dem- 
ocracy has often been deemed an 
example for the region. 

Venezuela is a key member of 
the Contadora Group, also made 
of Mexico. Colombia and Pan- 
ama. Named after the Pan- 
amanian island of Contadora 
where their foreign ministers first 
met in January 1983. the group 
has been trying to arrange a 
“Latin American-made” res- 
olution of the Central American 
conflict. 

Its national leaders often claim 
that its major achievement so far 
has been at least to prevent a total 
regional war. 

While the United States sup- 
ports Contadora’s efforts, State 
Department officials opposed the 
signing of a peace proposal the 
group drew up last month, saying 
it did not provide- adequate means 


to verify arms reduction and troop 
withdrawal. 

Venezuela seems to share to 
some extent the Reagan adm- 
inistration's apprehension over 
Nicaragua's political course. High 
Venezuelan officials have ffe-' 
quently called upon the Sandinista 
government to create a pluralistic 
society. 

But Mr. Lusinchi has also said 
most Central American troubles 
stem from social injustice and that 
the region should be kept from the 
East-West confrontation. 

Mr. Lusinchi and Mr. Reagan 
met briefly during the opening of 
the United Nations General Ass- 
embly last falL In his speech, the 
Venezuelan president asked the 
world body to declare drug tra- 
fficking a “crime aghinst hum- 
anity.” 

Mr. Lusinchf s major efforts on 
the domestic front are devoted to 
fighting the recession into which 


Venezuela’s economy has plunged 
after years of a boom provided by 
sopingoil prices. Since petroleum 
prices began to decline three years 
ago, Venezuelan oil revenues 
have dropped from Si 9.1 billion 
in 1981 to about S14 billion this 
year. 

The recession woes crossed with 
problems posed by foreign debt 
obligations, currently over $35 bil- 
lion. mostly owed to U.S. banks. 

Mr. Lusinchi has scheduled one 
meeting with Mr. Reagan on Tue- 
sday and two working meetings 
with Mr. ShuJtz. He will also con- 
fer with heads of the World Bank 
and the International Monetary 
Fund and will address the Org- 
anisation of American States. 

Mr. Lusinchi will return to Ven- 
ezuela on Saturday. 

With Mr. Lusinchi are five of 
his cabinet ministers, who will, 
meet separately with their U.S. 
counterparts. 


NATO Europe faces hard task on weapons 


By Peter Calvert 

Reuter 

THE HAGUE — European 
NATO countries have made 
major progress towards coo- 
peration over arms production but 
they still face serious obstacles to 
achieving real results, defence off- 
icials say. 

After years of failure to set up 
effective collaboration over wea- 
pons. defence ministers from 13 
Western European allies ann- 
ounced here on Friday that they 
had agreed on concrete measures 
to coordinate their arms needs. 

They also drew up a list of wea- 
pons for possible joint production, 
a step which officials had pre- 
viously believed would require 


much longer negotiation. 

The success of the two-day mee- 
ting in The Hague, emphasised by 
all the delegations, reflected spr- 
eading realisation of the high cost 
of modern weapons and the mil- 
itary gain from standardisation, 
aides said. At present, any one 
NATO weapon may appear in up 
to 20 versions made by competing 
firms in different nations. 

But despite- the progress, the 
really hard decisions have still to 
be taken, the officials added. 
These involve'the confirmation of 
specific projects and enforcing the 
necessary compromises by nat- 
ional armed services and defence 
industries. - 

■ Reflecting these problems, min- 


isters have not yet settled a tim- 
etable for agreement on project 
development, although senior 
sources at the meeting said a pro- 
posed timetable for some projects 
had been presented. 

The conference was the first the 
ministers held under the aegis of 
the Independent European Pro- 
gramme Group (IEPG), set up in 
1976 to further arms col- 
laboration but moribund until rev- 
ived in the past year by Dutch ini- 
tiative. 

Althoug individual NATO cou- 
ntries have cooperated in recent 
years on specific weapons pro- 
jects, such as costly aircraft, att- 
empts to achieve fuller coo- 
peration have made no progress. 


The key. obstacle, says athe 
IEPG chairman, Dutch Deputy 
Defence Minister Jan Van Hou- 
welingen. has been the unw- 
illingness of nations to force adj- 
ustments on their defence ind- 
ustries. 

“Countries have been det- 
ermined to maintain their own 
defence-industrial capacity, not 
only for general reasons of nat- 
ional prestige but also because of 
the perceived strategic need for 
self-reliance.” he said. 

Cooperation tends to force nat- 
ional defence industries to spe- 
cialise, as projects are, parcelled 
out to the most comp Aent com- 
panies in any one field. Other 
firms may shrink or die. 


have been worried by the support 
given the fledgling Nuclear Dis- 
armament Party (NDP) in the 
Australian Senate polls. 

Political analysts said New Zea- 
land's stand had bolstered the 
Australian Labour Party's vocal 
anti-nuclear left wing which Mr. 
Hawke had successfully out- 
manoeuvred over continued ura- 
nium mining at the party con- 
ference in July. 

While Mr. Hawke's reduced 
majority suggests his dream of a 
decade of Labour government 
may be unrealistic, his opponent 
Andrew Peacock has cause to cel- 
ebrate even though he lost by 18 
seats. 

Mr. Peacock, vilified by the 
press for failing to substantiate cla- 
ims he made last September that 
Mr. Hawke was a “little crook", 
looked to be down and out when 
all the opinion polls predicted a 
Labour avalanche. 

But the former foreign minister 



criss-crossed the country in a tir- 
eless campaign and his imptessive 
performance in a live televised 
debate with Mr. Hawke triggered 
a swing back to him which seems 
to have ensured his political sur- 
vival. 


Filipino opposition 
flounders as Marcos 
health seems to fail 
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By Graham Lovell 

Reuter 

MANILA — Rumours swirling 
around the ill-health of Philippine 
President Ferdinand Marcos have 
galvanised his opponents into a 
search for a successor, but they are 
floundering over who to choose. 

"We are united in wanting to 
replace him but that really is about 
as far as it goes at the moment," 
said one opposition member of the 
National Assembly, who .would 
himself like to be president and 
speaks disparagingly of other cla- 
imants. 

A barrage of speculation about 
the president's health has swept 
the country. Some reports said he 
had undergone heart or kidney 
transplants, others that he had 
emergency surgery in the United 
States. 

Finally, the Presidential Palace 
said he had been suffering from 
incipient influenza and he was 
seen on television. 

But the announcement failed to 
stifle the rumours, and the episode 
has concentrated the minds of his 
supporters as well as opponents on 
the fact that President Marcos is 
mortal. 

Names emerged of possibles in 
government ranks who probably 
would do well if Marcos is not a 
candidate at the next presidential 
elections inl987ordoes not finish 
his term and there is an early poll. 

But for the opposition there 
seems to be no one person who 
would be acceptable to the broad 
coalition that cobbled itself tog- 
ether after the murder in August 
last year of former Senator Ben- 
igno (Ninoy) Aquino. 

Mr. Aquino, returning to the 
Philippines from voluntary exile in 
the United States, had hoped to 
unite and lead the opposition. 

He was probably the only per- 
son who could have forged an all- 
iance among the rival factions and 
his death welded them into a bri- 
ttle unity that found a ballot box 
response in parliamentary ele- 
ctions last May. 

Even that was fragmentary. Mr. 
Aquino's militant younger bro- 
ther Agapito led an election boy- 
cott movement supported by 
many veteran politicians while his 
widow Corazon called for par- 
ticipation in the voting. 

Now there is a broad coalition 
of 58 opposition members in the 
183-member assembly, but they 
have no unifying platform. 

Militants who led the boycott 
have been working to win over 
other politicians who took part fo 
the polls with the aim of working 
out a post- Marcos scenario, acc- 
ording to the opposition new- 
spaper Malaya. 

However, political com- 
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dream of opposition unity appears 
to be slipping through the nation's 
fingers.” 

He added: “In all its previous 
attempts to fashion our adequate 
responses to political situations, 
(the opposition) shows a lam- 
entable tendency to self- 
destruct." 

Mr. Vicente described the opp- 
osition leadership as “an organism 
of many bodies, many minds and 
many ambitions”. 

He said: “For a long time now; 
the situation has been calling for 
opposition unity, and up to now 
the opposition has been eve- 
rything else but united. And to all 
appareances, it is even getting 
worse... 

“Many people appear to keep 
missing a critical point: “We are 
all in the same bus quarrelling 
amoung ourselves while the mad 
. driver may be heading for a cliff." 

The question has become urg- 
ent for the opposition. Under pre- 
sent rules of succession, if Marcos 
does not complete his term an ele- 
ction must be held within 60 days. 
The speaker of the National Ass- 
embly would act as interim pre- 
sident. 

Many opposition names have 
been bandied about as possible 
presidential candidates in 1987. 
Among them are Corazon Aqu- 
ino, who shows little inclination to 
run. and her brother-in-law Aga- 
pito. who is less modest politically ' 
and might do so. 

But up to now the opposition 
appears to have fixed its attention 
on local elections for mayors and : 
governors in 1986, which even the 
banned Communist Party said it 
would contest. 

Most commentators outside the 
establishment press, and even- 
some within it, say anti- 
government candidates will do - 
well in 1986 unless there is an unl- 
ikely dramatic improvement in the 
Philippines' economic situation. 

The flurry of health rumours 
about Mr. Marcos, which have not 
been silenced by the palace den- 
ials and insistence on his recoveiy, 
has compelled his opponents to try 
to move their political clock for- 
ward. 

But, wrote political analyst 
Teodoro Locsin. “If Marcos dies 
soon, the opposition as it is con- 
stituted at present will be caught 
flat-footed.” 

He said': “What has held tbe 
opposition together ... is. the 
anti-Marcos sentiment. All opp- 
ositionists are 1 in agreement while 
each does his own thing, that Mar- 
cos must go. 

“But what if' Marcos goes — 
next month, say. The hate- Marcos 
bonding agent will have gone with 
him." 
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See how they grow 


Every word was once a poem; 
Each began as a picture. 

ANECDOTE 
AH conversations and wri- 
tings can be brightened -with 
anecdotes, a Greek in heritage 
from aneiufotos, an, “not," ek, 
“out,’’ and dotos, “given." 
That is an anecdote at first was 
a confidential story “not" 
“given" “out." But human 
nature, being what it is, made 
private anecdotes too tempting 
to keep, and thus they are now 
published. 

MAIM: knocking out a front 

tooth 

An early statute says that 
you have maimed a man if you 
knock out his front tooth, but 
that he is not maimed if you 
knock out one of his grinders, 
because with a front tooth he 
can bite and tear at the enemy, 
while with a grinder he can only 
masticate his food. Another 
amusing law in 1641 says that 
“the cutting of an eare, or nose, 
or breaking of the hinder teeth, 
or such like, is no maibem.*' 
Now of course, the word malm 
and mayhem apply to any wil- 
ful mutilation. 

NOSTALGIA: 

The word nostalgia is built 
on the two Greek roots nostos, 
“a return to home," and algia, 
“pain" (as in neuralgia). It is a 
feeling one cannot ever und- 
erstand until one has exp- 
erienced it. especially, when 
one is away from home. 

CACOPHONY: 

Cacophony is itself a harsh- 
sounding word-and is the only 
one- which exactly describes the 
unmusical, grating, ear- 
offending noises one is likely to 
hear in man-made sur- 
roundings; the subway, the str- 
eets of a big city, a steel mill, an 
automobile factory, et cetra. 
The adjective is cacophonous. 
Cacophony combines the 
Greek roots kakos," bad." and 
phone, “sound." 

EGOIST: 

Egoist and egotist are built 
on the same Latin stem — the 
pronoun ego. meaning I. Ego 
itself has been taken over from 
Latin as an important English 
word and is commonly used to 
denote one's concept of one- 
self. The egocentric person 
considers himself the center of 
the universe — he is an ext- 
reme form of the egoist. 

ALTRUISM 

Altruism, the philosophy 
practised by altruists, comes 
from one of the variant spe- 
llings of Latin alter “other'’ — 
altruistic actions look towards 
the benefit of others. If you alt- 
ernate, you skip one and take 
the other. 

ASCETIC 

This word comes from a. 
Greek work asfcetes, meaning 
a monk or hermit." hence the 
philosophy of asceticism. An 
ascetic is the man who leads an 
existence, voluntarily of cou- 
rse, which compares in aus- 
terity, simplicity, and rigorous 
hardship with the life of a 
monk. The late Mahatma 
Gandhi is a perfect example, of 
a believer in asceticism. 

— Ahmad Taber 


A FUNDAMENTALLY new 
approach to one of mankind's old- 
est problems is set out in the 1985 
“State of the World's Children " 
report from UNICEF. The pro- 
blem is child malnutrition. And: 
according to UNICEF, it’s a sub- 
ject shrouded in more myths than 
Mount Olympus. 

Marshalling recent research.' 
the report argues that mal- 
nutrition is caused primarily by 
infection, not lack of food. Most 
malnutrition is also invisible — 
even to doctors. And because inf- 
ections depress the appetite, most 
malnourished children are not 
even hungry. The report also says 
that the majority of the world's 
malnourished children, live in. 
homes where there is enough food 
to provide an adequate diet for a 
small child. 

Such a myth-exploding set of 
conclusions on a subject we all 
thought we knew about is going to 
cause some rough weather in a lot 
of academic tea-cups. But UNI- 
CEF s purpose in advancing new 
ideas about the problem is to pre- 
pare t he way for new attempts ax a 
practical solution. 

At the heart of LWICEFs pro- 
posals is the regular weighing of all 
small children each month. Ent- 
ering the child's weight on a 
growth* chart can then make the 
child's nutritional status visible to 
the one person who cares most 
and can do most about it — the 
mother. Any sign of faltering 
growth will show up on the growth 
chart long before malnutrition 


begins. And with some basic adv- 
ice, most mothers can then pre- 
vent malnutrition from occurring 
at all — even in very poor com- 
munities. That advice would pro- 
bably include: 

* The only food a baby needs in 
the first four to five months of life 
is breast-milk. Bottle-feeding inc- 
reases the risk of infection and 
poor growth. 

■ After those First few months, 
the baby's growth will be in danger 
unless other foods are introduced. 
Family food will do — but add a 
little oil and some peeled and 
mashed vegetables. And keep on 
breast-feeding as well. 

* The child’s stomach is small. 
So it should be fed four or five 
times a day. Food and hands sho- 
uld be kept clean. 

* The child must be immunised 
— as illnesses like measles are 
among the biggest causes of mal- 
nutrition and poor growth. 

* Oral rehydration solutions are 
to be used when a child has dia- 
rrhoea. The child should not be let 
to “go dry". Feeding, especially 
breast-feeding, should be carried 
on even if the child doesn't seem 
hungry. Special attention to fee- 
ding should be paid in the few days 
following an illness — it’s a time 
when the body can catch up on the 
growth that's been lost. 

The advice and the growth mon- 
itoring technique seems simple 
enough. But UNICEF believes 
that it can enable mothers to pre- 
vent more than half of all the child 


malnutrition in the developing 
world — even within their existing 
resources of food and money. And 
they have strong support for that 
belief from experienced pae- 
diatricians. According to David 
Mortey, Professor of Tropical 
Child Health at the University of 
London, “The potential impact of 
growth charts is nothing less than 
revolutionary ... and it is the inf- 
ormed involvement of the mother 
in the struggle to make sure that 
the child puts on weight each and 
every month which is perhaps the 
greatest contribution the growth* 
charts can make to child dev- 
elopment and child health.” 

Over 200 different kinds of 
growth chart are now coming into 
use. They can be made of virtually 
indestructible plastic-paper, they 
cost only a few cents, and they can 
also cany other vital messages 
about immunisation, weaning, 
breast-feeding, birth spacing, and 
the recipe for an oral rehydration 
solution. 

With any idea of such vast pot- 
ential, there are bound to be 
snags. One is the difficulty of tra- 
ining enough health workers or 
volunteers to assist mothers with 
growth monitoring and advice. 
But another of the problems is 
almost purely technical: the sho- 
rtage of weighing devices which 
are accurate enough, portable 
enough, and cheap enough to be 
used by village women and health 
volunteers. 

“The invention of an app- 



“Empowering mothers with present knowledge and techniques of child protection is the key to unlocking the potential for a revolution in child 
health. But the responsibility for turning that kev rests with the whole of society. For the mother cannot ad alone....” • The Stale of the World’s 
Children report 1985 - UNICEF 

ropriate weighing device," says recent years. And it is difficult to 2.5 ion. S600 million device into measuring the weight of chi- 

UNICEF. “woujd rightly be reg- believe that the international sci- space to measure the mass of the Idren." — The State of the 

arded as one of the most imp- enrific and technical profession — planets — is incapable of dev- World’s Children 1985 by UN1- 

ortant technical break-throughs of a profession which can launch a eloping a two-kilo, S10 device for CEF. 


West plundered Egypt long ago 


“Never before or since has there b'ecn such a massive and sustained 
plundering of a country's heritage as took place in Egypt throughout 
the 19th and early 20th centuries ." So writes the author of Loot! The 
Heritage of Plunder in the following excerpt, which describes how nvo 
magnificent works, the head of Young Memnon and the bust of 
Nefertiti, were spirited to Europe. 


By Russell Chamberlin 

GIOVANNI Battista Belzoni was 
bora in Padua in 1778. possessed 
by wanderlust. He began his wan- 
dering at the age of 13 by going to 
Rome. Subsequently, he surfaced 
in the Netherlands, and by 1S03 
he was in England. A giant of a 
man — over six foot six inches tall 
and broad in proportion — he first 
came to public notice performing 
a strong man act at Sadler’s Wells. 
• where he would present such turns 
as carrying twenty people at once. 

But with the defeat of Nap- 
oleon, the world had opened out, 
and the ever-restless Belzoni left 
England for Constantinople and 
then for Egypt. 

Among the many acquaintances 
this immensely clubbable man had 
made in Cairo was the remarkable 
Swiss traveller John Burckhardt. 
who called himself Sheik Ibrahim 
' Ibn Abdullah. Mr. Burckhardt ga- 
ve him a vivid description of the 
marvels of the upper Nile, in par- 
ticular of the great temple of Abu 
Simbel — and of an extraordinary 
head, known as the Young Mem- 
non. which lay in a temple com- 
plex near Thebes. This colossal 
head, weighing some seven tons, 
was a thing of great beauty and 
Mr. Burckhardt himself had toyed 
with the idea of getting it to Eng- 
land. The task of moving it had 
defeated him: it had defeated even 
the French army, but it would not 
defeat Belzoni. 

It so happened that the new En- 
glish consul Henry Salt was not 
only himself a passionate Egy- 
ptophile. but had been specially 
charged by the Linder Secretary 
for Foreign Affairs to keep an eye 
open for important antiquities — 


“another Rosetta Stone" or its 
equivalent. The under secretary 
was William Hamilton, who urged 
Mr. Salt to spare no expense to 
uphold English honour against 
Gallic acquisitiveness. 

“Whatever the expense of the 
undertaking, it would be most 
cheerfully supported by an enl- 
ightened nation, eager to ant- 
icipate its rivals in the prosecution 
of the best interest of science and 
literature." Assured by Mr. Bur- 
ckhardt that the Young Memnon 
would indeed be a valuable acq- 
uisition, Mr. Salt advanced Mr. 
Belzoni. £2-5 to collect the statue 
and anything else of value he 
could lay his hands on . In June 
1816 Giovanni Belzoni embarked 
upon his career of collector — or 
plunderer — of antiquities. 

He found the enormous bust of 
the Young Memnon in the sand at 
Luxor where it had lain for cen- 
turies. His equipment to move 
those seven solid tons could not 
have been cruder: some stout 
planks and rollers and ropes. It is 
difficult to establish from bis own 
description just how he got the 
mass on to the crude sledge he bad 
designed, though he noted com- 
placently that the labourers who 
accomplished it thought -he had 
done it through a charm. He emp- 
loyed the same transport system 
that the Pharaohs themselves had 
used — vast numbers of labourers 
tugging a sledge on rollers. The 
sculpture was brought to the 
banks of the Nile. 

It was a massive operation, ent- 
ailing the building of a causeway 
out into the river whence the 
immense block of granite was loa- 
ded onto a specially adapted 
barge. On Nov. 24. nearly five 


months after he had left Cairo 
with little more than det- 
ermination and imagination, he 
returned in triumph, bearing the 
great head as his journeyman’s 
piece in his newly adopted trade. 
And Consul Henry Salt gave him 
£50 for his trouble. 

Over the next 1 0 years, this ext- 
raordinary man was to conduct a 
vast one T man raiding ope ration on 
the Nile antiquities, organising an 
army of workmen, arranging a 
complex system of transport to 
move scores of valuable objects, 
some immense size, between 
Luxor and London. 

Giovanni Belzoni returned to 
England in 1 820. He found that he 
was a celebrity, a role in which he 
delighted and played for all that it 
was worth. 

Mr. Belzoni never returned to 
Egypt: he went to Africa and died 
there of a fever. But his fla- 
mboyant showmanship in London 
— including the first public dis- 
section of a mummy — brought 
the glamour of Egypt into the 
homes of the British. And across 
the Channel, in France, a similar 
wave of Egyptomania began bui- 
lding up. Never before, or since, 
has there been such massive and 
sustained plundering of a cou- 
ntry’s heritage as took place in 
Egypt throughout the nineteenth 
and early twentieth centuries. 

The Tutankhamun discovery 
coincided with the birth of Egy- 
ptian nationalism. It should per- 
haps be noted that the first rea- 
ction of the Wafdist, or nat- 
ionalist, party to the news of the 
incredible find was that the tre- 
asures should immediately be sold 
and the money used to reduce the 
national debt But this greatest of 
all archaeological discoveries bec- 
ame a potent symbol of nat- 
ionalism. It was exacerbated by 
some remarkably clumsy actions 
on the part of the discoverers Car- 
ter and Carnarvon — of thirty- 
four celebrities invited to visit the 


tomb on an open day in 1 923 only 
six were Egyptian — and by their 
granting exclusive reporting rights 
to the London Times. 

* That particular arrangement irr- 
itated everybody. “By handing 
over what may be called jou- 
rnalistic rights in the Valley of the 
Tombs, they treated the find in 
advance as their own private pro- 
perty. The Egyptian government, 
with its newly awaked sense of nat- 
ionality. has forwarded the con- 
trary view that King Tut- 
ankhamun and his belongings are 
the national treasure of Egypt," 
thundered the Times's dow- 
nmarket, rival, the London Daily 
Express. 

No clearer evidence of Egyptian 
helplessness, of their inability to 
claim their own, can be provided 
than that extraordinary court case 
where an American judge arb- 
itrated between the claims of the 
Englishman Howard Carter and 
the French director of the Egy- 
ptian Antiquities Service, Pierre 
Lacau. over right of access to the ‘ 
tomb. 

The sheer glamour and scale of 
Mr. Belzonfs and Howard Car- 
ter’s activities in Egypt serve to 
keep their names before the pub- 
lic. Almost unknown outside the 
ranks of Egyptologists is the name 
of Ludwig Borchhardt. Director 
of the German Institute in Cairo 
who, in or about 1912, per- 
petrated a bare- faced swindle 
upon an ignorant government that 
has bedevilled Egyptian-German 
relations ever since. 

In 1 912 Borchhardt was digging 
in the “library’’ of Tell El Ama- 
ma, a site which had produced’ 
some of the most vital clues to anc- 
ient Egyptian history. Following 
established practice, he showed 
the results of the dig, “many chests 
fulL" to an official of the Ant- 
iquities Service. The material, also 
according to now-established pra- ■ 
ctice, was divided 50/50 between 
the Egyptian and German gov- 




ernments. In due course, the 
German share was taken to Berlin 
and put on display. There it aro- 
used interest, if no particular exc- 
itement. 

In 1923 there suddenly app- 
eared in the Museum what is arg- 
uably the most beautiful piece of 
sculpture on the planet, the lim- 
estone bust of Queen Nefertiti. 
wife of the heretical Pharaoh 
Akhenaten. It is an extraordinary 
■piece of work, not least because it’ 
bears little resemblance to other, 
known, portraits busts of the 
queen. 

These show a woman with ple- 
asant, but not otherwise out- 
standing features, whereas the 
limestone bust is of a woman of 
almost eerie beauty, a beauty so 
tuneless that, unretouched, the 
bust has been used in modern 
cosmetic advertisements. Its app- 
earance caused a sensation in Ber- 
lin — and explosion of anger in 
Cairo. How had so unique a piece 
of work ever left Egypt? 

Ludwig Borchhardt insisted 
that the bust had been displayed, 
along with other finds, to the off- 
icial of the Antiquities Service in 
Tell El Amarna. The official had 
“passed" the bust, and he had 
taken it out of Egypt as he had a 
right to do. 

The official proved to be a Fre- 
nchman. Mr. Lefebvre, and his 
specialisation was the int- 
erpretation of papyri. He was 
asked how on earth he gave per- 
mission for the removal of so pri- 
celess an object as the Nefertiti 
bust. He “could not remember." 
Pressed further, it appeared that 


he had given a blanket permission 
— in other words, he had app- 
roved the transmission of a large 
number of boxes containing a 
number of objects, but not spe- 
cifically a limestone, coloured por- 
trait bust of the wife of Akh- 
enaten. There was, inevitably, a 
suspicion of bribery but no proof. 

The bust disappeared briefly, 
but re-emerged after the war and 
was rehoused in the Prusian State 
Museum. But in the interim, 
Germany had become divided 
into two separate states and a 
brisk argument broke out reg- 
arding the ownership of the bust. 
The Federal Republic produced 
an official pamphlet entitled Went 
Gehort Nofretete (To whom does 
Nefertiti belong), rehearsing in 
minute detail the claims of West 
Germany — without once ref- 
erring to the possible claims of its 
original owners, the Egyptians 
themselves. 

But meanwhile, in Europe gen- 
erally, the climate of opinion reg- 
arding colonial plunder was cha- 
nging. in the 1970s the historian 
Philip Vandenberg began ass- 
embling material for what he cal- 
led an “ archaeological biography" 
of Nefertiti and promptly met a 
block: Borchhardt's descendants 
did all they could to present him 
arriving at the truth about the tra- 
nsaction. In 1978 the German 
newspaper Die Zeit com- 
missioned Gert von Paczensky to 
unravel the story. 

Mr. Paczensky' s researches 
show Lhat there is no doubt wha- 
tsoever that Ludwig Borchhardt 
was perfectly aware that the Egy- 


ptians would not allow the bust to 
leave Egypt, and took steps to 
avoid producing it to an informed 
investigation. 

There is no indication of how 
the bust was actually got out of the 
country (for what it is worth, the 
present writer was told by an arc- 
haeologist in Iran that Mr. Bor- 
chhardt made a number of plaster 
copies of the bust, left a copy in 
Tell El Amarna and smuggled the 
original out with the rest). The 
museum authorities were warned 
that under no circumstances was it 
to go on display. 

In accordance with academic 
convention. Mr. Borchhardt had 
recorded the bust’s existence in 
the transactions of a learned soc- 
iety, but in such bald terms, and 
with such deliberately bad pho- 
tography, that the value of the 
piece could not be recognised. In 
May 1918 the Museum Director 
Schafer was recorded as saying 
privately: “My colleagues and I 
were obliged to say that we had no 
space to display the bust. We were 
very embarrassed to have to give 
such a feeble reason." And in May 
1924 Mr. Borchhardt himself is 
recorded as saying: “I hid our 
most precious find in Berlin as 
long as 1 could.” 

Seventy years after it was taken 
out of the sands of Egypt, the bust 
of Queen Nefertiti, “the most 
beautiful woman who ever lived," 
remains in Germany. In the words 
of the American scholar John Wil- 
son, “It represents to Egyptian 
nationalists the powerful exp- 
loitation of their assets by Western 
scholars." — Compass feature. 


din/vian 

SHOWROOM 


☆UwTgnooms 

☆ Dining rooms 

☆ Bedroom sets 

☆ \Afell units 
☆Light rig fixtures 
☆CiubB for children 
☆Modem Danish design 

☆ Feather upholste ry 
☆Danish-Pack Homes 
☆Tax-free if applicable 

TO. 663890 Civil defence street 


.The youtnful 
style with an 
eye to the futut<$ 



RESTAURANT 

CHINA 

Airconditioned 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, 
near Ahltyyah Girls School 

Open daily 
12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m.' - Midnight 
Tel. 38968 



Miramar 
Hotel 

aqAba 

AMMM 

Your stay in the 
MIRAMAR 
a holiday by itself. 1 

Aqaba, Tel. 4339/41 
TLX 62275 JO 
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Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
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Engineers' Housing 



Estate, near Kilo 



Supermarket 
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Mongolian Barbeque 
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for lunch FRIDAY 
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Tel: 818214 
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Come and taste our 
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specialities 


A 

Open daily 
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12:00 noon - 3:30 p.m. 


B 

6:30 p.m. - Midnight 




The first and best Chinese 
restaurant 
in Aqaba 

Take - away service ava- 
ilable 

‘Open daOy'l 1-30 0:30 - and 6:30 
11:00 

AQABA, Tel. 4415 
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CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 

ESTABLISHMENT 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
international moving, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 


Agents bH ow ths world 

Tel: 664090-rtx: 22205 BE8HCO JO 
CaM*: NuHMm 
PAS. Bw 820487 
AMMAN JORDAN 



Deluxe apartments 

for rent 
AQABA 

2 bedrooms, living area. 
Overlooking the gulf. 


More details, please 
contact Mezen Qusous 
Amman 21807 
Aqaba 4339 


VMumnt 

TAIWAN 

TOURISMO 

3rd Circle, Jabal Amman, 
Opp Akilah Hospital. 1 
Airconditioned 

PEKING DUCK AND FLAMING 
POT FONDUE ARE OUR 
SPECIALITIES 

Open daily 
12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 

6:00 p.m- - midnight 

TeL 41093 


& dlestaurant _ 

Presents to you 
DAilyLuNdtEON Menu 


Soups 
Fish or rnest 
Sweats or fruits 
Coffee 

4. Jordan dinars 


Kara O' Oeuvres 
BbH or meet 
Sweets or fruits 
Coffee 

5. Jordan dinars 


AHLAN WA SAHLAN to our qtijet soft muik evenings 

TEL 42rt9 • 41074 -UWS -TELEX K3MGOLDJO 
P D BOX 6196 • JABAL ~ AMMAN 
BEHIND MARQUISE JEWELLERY — AMfcflkN - JORDAN 
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UAE beats India 
in Asian Cup 

SINGAPORE (R) — The United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) defied a rain-soaked pitch to beat India 2-0 
with two late goals in a Group ‘B’ match in the Asian 
Cup Soccer Championships here Tuesday night. 

Both teams found difficulty The Saudi Arabians, who drew 
adjusting to the wet conditions in a 1-1 with fancied South Korea last 


scoreless first half, but after the 
interval the Emirates side inc- 
reased the pressure and broke the 
deadlock in the 81st minute. 

Midfielder Farouk Abdul 
Rahman, capitalising on an Indian 
defensive error, weaved past three 
defenders to send the ball across 
the face of the goal for striker 
Adnan Khamees Al-Talitatu to 
tap it past goalkeeper Atanu Bha- 
tacharjee. 

The Emirates team added their 
second goal in the last minute of 
the game when Fahad Mubarak 
powered through the defence to 
send a left-foot drive past Bha- 
tacharjec from 15 metres. 

The Emirates were prevented 
from a higher score by poor sho- 
oting and brilliant goalkecping in 
the first half. 

Referee Abu’Waheed of Oman 
cautioned two Indian players and 
one Emirates player in the second 
half as the game got more tense 
and physical. 

Saudi Arabia, fast and dom- 
inant in midfield, enhanced their 
hopes of a semifinal berth by bea- 
ting Syria 1-0 after a closely- 
fought Group 4 A* match. 


Group A P 

Saudi Arabia 2 

Kuwait 1 

South Korea 1 

Qatar 2 

Syria 2 

Group B 

Iran 2 

Singapore 1 

United Arab Emirates 2 


Standings 

P W D L F A Pts 


2 0 
1 0 
1 0 


1 0 0 l 0 2 0 

2 0 0 2 0 4 0 


Mennea quits athletics 


ROME (R) — Italian sprinter Pie- 
tro Mennea, holder of the world 
200 metres record, announced his 
retirement from competitive sport 
Tuesday saying drug-taking by 
some other athletes was one rea- 
son for his move. 

k-is-the second time that Men- 
nea. 32. the 1980 Olympic 200 
metres champion, has quit ath- 
letics. He told a news conference 
that this time it was for good. 

Mennea previously retired in 
March 1981 before making a 
comeback in August 1982. He 
competed in the Los Angeles 


Oympics this year, finishing sev- 
enth in the 200 metres final won 
by American Carl Lewis. 

The Italian sprinter set his 200 
metres world record of 19.72 sec- 
onds in the high altitude of Mexico 
City at the World Student Games 
on September 12, 1979. 

E^ennea. who started com- 
peting in 1 967. said this was a 44 dif- 
ferent goodbye” from his previous 
retirement. “At that time I was 
fresh from my Olympic success. I 
was sated with so many results. 
Then the will to win again came 
back to me. 


Lendl struggles 


Beckenbauer 
drops Magath 

s f qZd Worid Cup against Curren 


Sunday, were faster to adapt to the 
slippery pitch and. after a goalless 
first half, scored the winning goal 
in the 71st minute through mid- 
fielder Saleh Al-Dossari. 

Striker Majed Mohammad, spr- 
inting down the right flank, hit a 
powerful shot from outside the 
penalty area which was blocked by 
two Syrian defenders. Saleh pou- 
nced on the loose ball and sent a 
15-metre shot past goalkeeper 
Malek Shakkouhi. 

Saudi Arabia had launched a 
powerful attack in the 10th minute 
when unmarked striker Mohaisen 
AJ-Dosari cracked in a powerful 
low shot which forced Shakkouhi 
to make a sprawling save. 

The bigger Syrians, who earlier 
held Qatar I - 1 . were denied a goal 
in the 56th minute when striker 
Marwan Madarati. sprinting thr- 
ough unchallenged from midfield, 
was brought down with a rugby 
tackle by defender Sameer Abdul 
Shakor ten metres outside the 
penalty area. 

Sameer’s foul earned him the 
only yellow card from Japanese 
referee Takada. 


"FOR RENT 

TO FOREIGNERS ONLY 
Super deluxe (UNFURNISHED - 
FURNISHED) villa 

ACCORDINGTO THE WISH OFTHETENANT 

Location: Bayadir Wadi El Sir 

Rooms: Three bed-rooms, one sitting-room, one spa- 
cious lounge, one kitchen, two-baths, one 
veranda, one laundry room, all supplied with 
central heating, extra-quality. 

For more details, please contact Telephone 
No. 668915 - Amman from 9-11 a.m. and 
from 4-6 p.m. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

A newly deluxe furnished apartment. Comprises of two bed- 
rooms, two baths, fully-equipped kitchen, big sitting room 
and dining room. Centrally heated and with private tel- 
ephone. 

Location: Jordan Univarsity Professors Housing Quarter 
Pteaae contact Td. 841545 


a 


BONN (R) — West German team 
manager Franz Beckenbauer Tue- 
sday dropped Hamburg mid-' 
fielder Felix Magath from his soc- 
cer squad for the World Cup Eur- 
opean Group Two qualifying 
game against Malta on December 
16. 

Magath, 3}, has been troubled 
by a thigh injury but expects to be 
fit for Hamburg's UEFA Cup 
third round second leg game with 
Inter Milan on December 12. 

But Beckenbauer, who has alw- 
ays maintained he is building his 
new-look team around Magath 
despite the Hamburg player's ind- 
ifferent international per- 
formances.' said the uncertainty 
meant he felt forced to rule out his 
midfield Schemer. 

Another surprise in the 20-man 
squad is the inclusion of a man 
Beckenbauer has never seen play 
— Bayer Uerdingen defender 
Karl- Heinz Woehrlin. who only 
made his first division debut this 
season at the age of 27. 

A surprised Woehrlin. who was 
recommended by Beckenbauer’s 
assistant Horst Koeppel, said he 
would have to put off his planned 
wedding on Dec. 15 if included in 
the final 1 6 to travel to Malta. 


Boxing 
champions 
to fight for 
charity in 
Mexico 

NEW YORK (R) — Three cur- 
rent WBC champions, one former 
champion and three top con- 
tenders will appear on a boxing 
charity show on January 1 in El 
Toro. Mexico's oldest bull ring, to 
help raise money for the victims of 
last week’s devastating gas exp- 
losion. 

The show is a joint effort of the 
Mexican government and the 
World Boxing Council (_WBC). 
.with all proceeds going into a 
newly created emergency relief 
fund, according to promoter Don 
King. 

WBC President Jose Sulaiman 
said: “This is the WBCs first par- 
ticipation in a promotion of this 
type'. We are the organisers. The* 
Mexican government will handle 
the finances. To roy knowledge 
this is the first charity event in 
which the charity gets 100 percent 
of the proceeds.” 

Sulaiman added that Don King 
has donated his promotional ser- 
vices and would pay the expenses 
of world lightweight champion 
Jose Luis Ramirez, sup- 
erbantamweight champion Juan 
•Kid” Meza, and Julio Cesar Cha- 
vez. the superfeatherweight cha- 
mpion. in addition to those of 
Hector Camacho, the former sup- 
erbantamweight champion. 

Three top-ranked WBC con- 
tenders — featherweight Marcos 
Villasana. flyweight Gabriel Ber- 
nal and light- flyweight German 


MELBOURNE (R) — South Afr- 
ican Kevin Curren was poised to 
pull off one of the biggest upsets of 
the season when rain brought play 
to a halt at the Australian Open 
Tennis Championships Tuesday. 

The number nine seed, who has 
a habit of keeping his best form for 
major tournaments, was one set 
up and about to serve for a 3-1 
lead in the second against Ivan 
Lendl when the players were for- 
ced off the centre court. 

Only two matches were played 
to a finish before the rain settled in 
for the day. 

West German Boris Becker 
beat Guy Forget of France 7-6. - 
6-4. 6-3 in an entertaining 
fourth-round clash between two 
of Europe's most outstanding tee- 
nagers. while Czechoslovakia's 
Helena Sukova upset the seedings 
list with a 6-2. 6-7, 6-1 win over 
Pam Shriver of the United States. 

Lendl, winner of the French 
Open earlier this year and hot fav- 
ourite here due to the absence of 
John McEnroe and Jimmy Con- 
nors. must have been delighted 
with the change in the weather 
because his hopes of reaching the 
quarter-finals looked wafer-thin 
at the time. 


Curren is probably best rem- 
embered for his four-set win over 
Jimmy Connors at Wimbledon in 
1 983 when he blasted 33 aces past 
the bewildered American on his 
way to the semifinals. 

The South African had not bea- 
ten Lendl in six previous attempts, 
but he ripped through the fust set 
6-1 in just 19 minutes with the 
help of two service breaks in the 
fourth and sixth games. 

m 

As if to emphasise his sup-, 
eriority on the day, Curren broke 
Lendl's serve again in the opening 
game of the second set with a run- 
ning forehand down the line. 

Becker, who turned 17 last 
month, was playing on grass for 
only the 10th time. 

He reached the third round at 
Wimbledon this year before he 
was forced to pull out after tearing 
ligaments in his right ankle. 

The West German admitted 
grass was already his favourite sur- 
face but said he was surprised at 
the ease of his win over Foget. 

Shriver, although initially dis- 
appointed at her defeat by ninth- 
seeded Sukova. confessed she felt 
relieved afterwards and will now 
take a long break from the game. 


Coetzee to fight 
controversial defeat 


JOHANNESBURG, South Afr- 
ica (AP) — South African Gerrie 
Coetzee should have been resting 
up in his corner for the ninth 
round when he lost his World Box- . 


it. but television replays showed 
Coetzee fell at the end of the 
round. 

Judge W.H.O. Klopper, cha- 
irman of the South African Board 


ing Association (WBA) hea- -and vice-president of the WBA. 
vyweight crown to American Greg said Monday. “I think it boils 


Page. 

Sixth-ranked challenger Greg 
Page, who came off two defeats to 
rescue his blemished career, del- 
ivered a decisive left hook three 
minutes and 48 seconds into the 
eighth round — 48 seconds longer 
than regulation. 

Page. "26. said with a smile he 
didn't mind the lengthened eighth 
round at the Sun City gambling 
resort Saturday night — 44 1 trained 
for five-minute rounds." 

Either an errant clock or a day- 
dreaming timekeeper made this 
the fight of the long round. It may 
have been the longest in a .title 
fight since three-minute rounds 
became the rule in James J. Cor- 
bett' s 21 -round knockout of John 
L. Sullivan in 1892 in New Orl- 
eans in Louisiana. 

Coetzee had survived a kno- 
ckdown earlier in the eighth and 
was clearly in trouble, but be also 
had landed some punches near the 
end of regulation time. 

Hal Tucker. Coetzee’s man- 
ager. said after the fight he would 
advise Coetzee to ask the South 
African Boxing Board of Control 
to investigate and pass on an app- 
eal to WBA officialdom for a rem- 
atch because of the long round. 

Page's handlers, who were tira-' 
'ing each round themselves, scr- 
eamed at official timekeeper Bla- 
ckie Swart and his helper that the 
round was over. Reporters at rin- 
gside, also clocking the rounds. 


AQUAMARINA HOTEL CLUB - AQABA 
EMPLOYEE NEEDED 

Male or female secretary with an Idea in hotel business, 
reception, reservation and control. Very good English 
essential. Good salary with full board accommodation. 

Please call Tel: 032-4333 


Torres — also will be on the card, i joined in to no avail. Swart denies 


OPEN HOUSE 


Sheltered workshop for mentally retarded in the Swe- 
dish Organisation in Sweileh will keep “OPEN 
HOUSE” day on Friday, 7 December, 1984. between 8 
and 12 in the morning. 

You are invited to come and look how we are wor- 
king, you can buy some of our products, the income 
goes to the welfare of the mentally retarde. 

SHELTERED WORKSHOP 
Sweileh - Tel. 841156 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Two apartments in a new house. Each consists of three 
bedrooms, salon, kitchen, two verandas, two bat- 
hrooms, car parks, store rooms, garden, separate cen- 
tral heating etc. Also a smaller furnished apartment. 

Annual rent JD 2,400 

Location: Shmeisani, near Commodore Hotel 

Tel: 663684 or 668058 


down to this: Was there any pre- 
judice to either of the boxers? 
They don't know of the lapse of 
time. It is very difficult to see that 
there was actual prejudice to one 
of the boxers.” 

Klopper said the long round 
would have mattered more if one 
fighter was being pummeled and 
hanging on. waiting for the bell. 
While he felt Coetzee would have 
lost anyway. Klopper said both 
fighters were still slugging it out 
when Page caught Coetzee with 
the mighty left hook. 

The rules say you can't be saved 
by the bell except in the last round. ■ 


Soccer federations to fight 
European labour plans 


BRUSSELS (R) — Angry soccer i nation. 

federation leaders from all over 44 It could be very damaging to 
Europe come to Brussels on Tue- the structure and the future ot the 
sday to fight common market game.” English Football League 
plans to enforce labour laws which Secretary Graham Kelly said in a 
they say could prove disastrous for recent interview, 
the future of the game. Both sides agreed at a first raee- 

The community’s Brussels- ting in 1978 gradually to phase out 

based commission is insisting nat- the 'nationality clauses’ . But, as 
ional federations drop their res- European commissioner Ivor 


Commission sources said the 
body, under internal pressure to 
enforce its own labour laws, would 
like the federations at least to give 
some indication they are prepared 
to treat community foreigners dif- 


Both sides agreed at a first raee- ferently from those from outside 
ting in 1 978 gradually to phase oul the bloc- ; „ 


t fictions on the number of Com- 
mon Market players allowed to 
play in their leagues. 

According to the commission, 
professional soccer players, like 
any other workers, should be free 
to move where they like in the 
European Community, and that 
means the so-called 44 nationality 
clauses” must go. 

But the soccer federations say 
outlawing the restrictions could 
spell disaster for European soccer 
— the best players would all be 
attracted to the countries with the 
richest clubs and the supply of tal- 
ent to national teams would be 
interrupted. 

With top players like Karl- 
Heinz Rummeviigge of West 
Germany. Argentine Diego Mar- 
adona and Dane Jesper Olsen all 
playing abroad, the federations 
accept the days of purely local 
teams are long past. 

But for federations and players 
alike, the commission's plan 
seems tike unnecessary int- 
erference in the national set-ups. 
which they say provide a balance 
between some freedom of mov- 
ement and complete foreign dom- 


European commissioner Ivor 
Richard told the European par- 
liament earlier this year, progress 
has been slow. 

Commission officials stress they 
would rather talk to the fed- 
erations about a mutually acc- 
eptable way of getUng rid of the 
clauses than press ahead with their 
right to challenge their legality in 
the European court in Lux- 
embourg. 

But, ultimately, according to 
Richard, the rules will have to go. 
allowing players from all 10 cou- 
ntries to move at will round the 
bloc. “The position under com- 
munity law is quite clear.” he said. 

At present, the rule in most 
community countries is that no 
side may field more than two for- 
eign players at a time. In Italy, 
there is an added limit on the 
number of foreigners allowed to 
sign for a club, according to one 
commission official. “To protect 
the rich Italian clubs from the- 
mselves.” 

Only the Luxembourg. Scottish. 
Welsh and two Irish federations 
allow unrestricted numbers, but 
few of their clubs have the money 
to attract international stars. 


All the indications are that it 
will not be readily forthcoming. 

According to the French soccer 
league's chief administrator Jac- 
ques Thebault. getting rid of the 
country's two-playeT rule could 
deprive young players of the pro- 
fessional experience necessazy to 
produce the best possible French 
national side. 

44 1 think the situation we have 
adopted is the most reasonable," 
he said. 44 We want to produce the 
best national squad we can. and 
therefore it is important that 
young French players be given 
every opportunity to gam exp- 
erience with our professional 
clubs.” 

English Football Association 
chairman Bert Millichip is more 
forthright, warning the sport need 
only look at the depressed state of 
English cricket to see what he calls 
44 the disastrous consequences” of 
letting in unrestricted numbers of 
foreigners. 

He said in a recent interview 
that politicians were “again inv- 
olving themselves in matters that 
are strictly the province of sport" 
and had no understanding of the 
effect their meddling might have. 


Soviets move to counter 
hammerhead bobsleigh ban 


WINTERBERG. West Gennany 
(R) — Western moves to ban the 
'hammerhead' bob have sent Sov- 
iet designers back to the 
drawing-board. 

The red sled, whose sleek shape 
and fins give it the appearance of a 
hammerhead shark, caused a sen- 
sation when it was unveiled in 
November 1983. transforming a 
mediocre Russian team into pot- 
ential world-beaters. 

- But the ‘hammerhead" bob’s 
second season will also be its lasL 
for the sled is soon to be con- 


but they don’t say anything about demoed to the scrapheap of spo- 
the bell not ringing when Tt should. rt j ng history. 


In 1927. Jack Dempsey knocked 
down GeneTunney and the count 
was delayed until Dempsey went 
to a neutral corner, but that was 
the fight of the “long count.” not a 
long round. 

There were other-controversies 
at Sun City. When the bell rang for 
the second round. Coetzee" s han- 
dlers 1 fumbled in the comer and 
Page charged like a bull across the 
ring before the champion got off 
his stooL without his mouthguard. 

The South African went into a 
dazed fury, flailing wildly and spe- 
nding his strength on missed hay- 
makers. forgetting the measured 
fight plan that helped him take the 
title from Michael Dokes in Ric- 
hfield. Ohio, in September 1 983. 

“The first thing I did was take 
his heart — because 1 hit him first 
and I made him miss. And when 
he missed, he paid for it." Page 
said. 

At the end of the sixth, the 
brawl went beyond the bell with 
Page landing three nasty right 
hands, the last of which dropped 
Coetzee to his knees. 


The western-dominated Int- 
ernational Bobsleigh and Tob- 
ogganing Federation has eff- 
ectively banned it by ruling that 
from next season all bobs must 
conform to fixed standards. 

But neither the " hammerhead* 
nor the Russian team is going out 
without a fight. 

Zintis Ekraanis. Olympic bro- 
nze medallist in Sarajevo, won the 
World Cup two-man bob race 
here this week, the opening event’ 


Mechanised 
Division organises 
-cross country races 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 12th 
Royal Mechanised Division Tue- 
sday organised a cross country 
races for short and long distances. 

At the end of the race the div- 
ision's commander distributed 
cups and awards to the winners. 
Tuesday's race was part of the 
preparation for a general Armed 
Forces cross country cha- 
mpionship. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Newly completed, fully furnished, 213 bedrooms, loc- 
ated in Jabal Luweibdeh with good open views. Ind- 
ependent services and heating. 

Pleasant land lady. 

Annual rent JD 2,750. 

Please call Tel: 32915, anytime. 


FURNISHED APARTMENTS FOR RENT IN 
SHMEISANI 

1* Throe bedrooms, salon, kitchen, bathroom, veranda, centrally 
heated with telephone. 

2. Two bedrooms, salon, dining room, kitchen, bathroom, with small 
garden and special entrance, centrally heated with telephone. 

Please call tel: 668283 


of the winter. 

Soviet trainer Roland Upa- 
tnieks. designer of the •ham- 
merhead'. has also come up with a 
modified version of the con- 
troversial sled" to comply with the 
new rules. 

His two new sleds placed only 
15th and 19th here as the- 4 ham- 
merheads' romped home in first 
and second place, but Upatnieks 
said he was happy with their first 
competitive outing. 

The former bob driver makes 
no secret, however, of his dis- 
pleasure with the federation’s new 
rules. * 

“Our sled was simple, fast and 
cheap — yet they banned it." he 
told Reuters. "I don't understand 
why. Everybody could have bou- 
ght similar sleds from us if they 
wanted to keep up — we would 
have been happy to enter into 
sales contracts. 

“The rules they have made read 
like a comic. The detail even goes 
down to the size of individual 
holes. Making basic rules on hei- 
ght and width for safety reasons is 


one thing, but this is just a joke." 

He is also upset by continual 
rule changes. 

Upatnieks said his team's per- 
formance at the Sarajevo Oly- 
mpics. where they placed- third 
and fourth behind the East Ger- 
mans in the two-man bob, was 
hampered by the federation's ins- 
isting on changes to the 'Ham- 
merhead* two weeks earlier. 

“It’s time the joke ended." 
Upatnieks said. 

“They should sit down and dec- 
ide on any new regulatiojos^he 
. year after the Olytnpics^and^bose 
rules should remain in' force for 
the next Olympics." 

Upatnieks is resigned to the fact 
that, despite success here, his team 
faces a lean season. 

The world and European Cha- 
mpionships both take place on 
natural tracks which are too 
bumpy for effective control of the 
rigid, unarticulated 'ham- 
merheads’. The sleds perform 
much better on smoother, art- 
ificially frozen runs such as those 
here. 


Olympic champion Meyfarth retires 

LEVERKUSEN. West Germany (R) — West Germany’s Olympic 
high jump champion Ulrike Meyfarth Tuesday formally announced 
her retirement from athletics. 

Meyfarth. shock winner of the Olympic gold medal in Munich in 
1972 as a 16-year-old schoolgirl, became the first female athlete to 
win a second Olympic title after an interval of 12 years with her 
victory in Los Angeles in August. 

The slim, long-legged athlete is widely expected to be named West 
German Sportswoman of the Year on Thursday for the fourth 
successive year. 

Meyfarth disclosed on television at the weekend that she had taken 
up body-building in her spare time but said she had not decided on 
her future plans. 


Finns want Vainio’s medal back 

HELSINKI (R) — Finland’s disqualified Olympic 10.000 metres 
silver medallist Martti Vainio will be asked a second time to return 
n'S medal, a National Olympic Committee official said Tuesday. 

I ne official said the committee had sent a written request to Vainio 
two weeks ago. There was no reply so another letter will be sent 
He said the whereabouts of Vainio, disqualified following a pos- 
iheJette? Uncerta5n and il was Dot known if he had received 

Olympic Committee has awarded the silver 
medal to Britain s Mike McLeod, third in Los Angeles. 


WANTED 

^L P rI?i m * at,C m i ssion requires English/Arabic/English 

cr™KS' ,#h,yp9w * 3 skin ' *> deaiww > 

Please apply in writing before Dec. 12 to: 

Indembassy, P ost Box 2168, Amman; 


Cinema 

CONCORD 

Tel: 44092-44280 

1DIANA JONES 

(Colour) 

Tel: 677420 

Performances 3:30, 6:/£, 
8:30. 10:30 


Cinema 

fi-NUSSEIN 

Tel: 22117 

AL TAKHSHIBEH 
(WOODEN SHED) 

(Colour) 

(Arabic) 

Performances: 12-3 - 5.30-B 


Cinema 

RfilNBOW 

Tel: 25155 

THE WOMAN 
IN RED 

(Colour) 

3:30 6:00 8:30 10:30 p.m. 


Cinema 

ZfiHRHN 

Tel: 23171 

loot 

Colour 

Performances: 12^3 r 5.30-8 


Cinema 


OPER6 


JAWS-3 

(Colour) 


ABdah uehind ALIA offices 


Cinema 

PALESTINE 

Tel: 22117 

NISHAN 

RETURN OF THE 
LEOPARD 

Performances. 12-3-7 


-k ★★ * Cl M- Theatre* ★ 

* Philadelphia * 


Cinema 

RRGHfiDfiN 

Tel: 22198 

RAAJ tilak 

Colour 

Indian 

Performances; 72- 3-5:30-8 


* THE EVIL i. 

4c 

: THAT : 
| MEN DO | 

* imfSIJBOBOl • 

Shorn nt X 30 / 6 / 8 ^ 0 ' XX« ^ 

* Te.. 3*144-34*49 . 

4c ****** ★ *.*** 
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British firms show success 


LONDON (R) — British Airways 
(B.A.), due to follow British Tel- 
ecom into private hands early oext 
year, Monday announced a sharp 
rise in its half-yearly profits. 

The state-owned airline's pre- 
tax earnings rose 26 per cent to 
£189 million ($225 million) on 
turnover up 12 per ceht to £1.57 
billion ($1.87 billion) in the six 
months of Sept. 30. 

The company made £150 mil- 
lion (now $179 million) on tur- 
nover of £1.4 billion ($1.67 bil- 
lion) in the comparable 1983 per- 
iod. 

The result was encouraging for 
. the British government, which has 
promised to sell B. A. as pan of its 
policy of reducing state inv- 
olvement in large national ent- 
erprises. 

B.A. chairman Lord King said 
the privatisation would go ahead 
in March. The company is 'exp- 
ected to be valued at more than £1 
billion ($1.19 billion), but it has 
not yet been decided whether all 
or only part of it will go on sale. 

Monday’s figures reflected an 
11.4 per cent rise in passengers, 
with the stronger dollar boosting 
the number of American tourists 
coming to Britain. 

B.A. is Britain's biggest airline, 
with 81 per cent of the British int- 
ernational market. 

A sharp improvement in B.A.’s 
fortunes in recent years has fol- 
lowed a large-scale programme of 
oast-cutting and enabled the com- 
pany to cut its loan commitments. 

Loan repayment in the six 
months to Sept. 30 totalled £204 
million ($242 million), although 
. sterlings fall against the U.S. cur- 
rency raised the value of B.A.'s 
dollar loans by £73 million ($86 
million). 

“ Further substantial progress in 
reducing our debts continues,” 
'Lord King told reporters. 

Total bank borrowing fell to 
£770 million (S916 million 1 from 
£901 million ($1 billion}. 

Price doubles for 
British Telecom 

Meanwhile" shares in British 

G.E., Pratt 
win big 
Pentagon job 

WASHINGTON (R) — General 
Electric (G.E.) and Pratt and Whi- 
tney have been awarded contracts 
to build 247 F-15 and F-16 fighter 
engines worth a total of $821.3 
. million. 

The" contract ' to Generaf Ele- 
ctric, Evendale, Ohio, for $563.6 
million was for 1 26 engines for the 
air force and another 35 for air- 
craft being bought by Israel. 

The contract to Prau. a unit of 
United Technologies. West Palm 
Beach. Florida, was for $257.7 
million for 41 engines for the air 
force and 45 for planes for Egypt. 

Previously, all F-15 and F-16 
engines were made by Pratt, but 
last year the Pentagon opened 
competition to build an advanced 
fighter engine, and invited Gen- 
end Electric to bid. 

On the basis of the bids, the air 
force broke down its 1985 pur- 
chase of the advanced engines to 
roughly 75 per cent to General 
Electric and 25 per cent to Pratt. 


Telecom, the state telephone 
company, nearly doubled in price 
when trading opened Monday fol- 
lowing the world's biggest share 
issue, enabling some investors to 
reap instant profits. 

The partly-paid 50 pence (59 
cents) shares were buoyed by eno- 
rmous demand but few sellers and 
opened at 95 pence ($1.1 4) on the 
London stock exchange. 

The £3.9 billion ($4.64 billion) 
sale, more than four times over- 
subscribed. was billed by the Con- 
servative government as a run- 
away success. 

But opposition Labour Party 
politicians who had opposed the 
sale, the biggest so far in Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher's pri- 
vatisation programme, alleged 
that the government had sold off 
British Telecom too cheaply. 

”lt is incredible that the gov- 
ernment will try 10 present the sale 
of a major British asset at a 
knock-down price as a success.” 
said Mr. Alan Williams, a parry 
industry spokesman. 

Mr. Bryan Gould, a Labour 
Party trade spokesman, said the 
size of the oversubeription proved 
that the government had mis- 
judged the price “at a con- 
siderable cost to the taxpayer.” 

Brokers said larger investors, 
many of them excluded from the 
public offer, were pushing up the 
price sharply. 

The government last month put 
3.01 billion shares, just over half 
the ordinary capital, on the mar- 
ket and launched a sales campaign 
in line with its policy of bro- 
adening share ownership. 

Mr. Kelinwori Benson, the 
bank underwriting the offer, said 
applications had been scaled down 
to match demand and those see- 
king more than 100.000 shares 
had been rejected. 

With a maximum holding red- 
uced to 800 shares, the gov- 
ernment can argue that no-one 
will be able to make a substantial 
killing and Telecom will have the 
widest possible body of sha- 


reholders. 

It estimates there will be 2.3 
. million shareholders, eight times 
as many as in any other British 
company, despite a Labour pledge 
10 renarionajise Telecom at the 
sale price. 

“It was a mouth-watering first 
taste of the stock exchange for the 
many who were buying shares for 
the first time,” commented one 
stockbroker. 

The government sold almost 
half the shares to financial ins- 
titutions in mid-November when 
the outcome of the sale was less 
certain . 

It sold about a third to the pub- 
lic in London and most of the rest 
in New York. Tokyo and Toronto, 
where the low value of the pound 
sterling makes them look att- 
ractive. 

Trading breaks record 
in N.Y. 

In New York trading in British 
Telecom shares set a record vol- 
ume on the New York stock exc- 
hange Monday, with the price 
about 84 per cent above the 
panly-paid initial offer price. 

The British government’s sale 
of Telecom stock to private inv- 
estors brought intense interest 
in the United States where 16.35 
million shares changed hands in 
the first day's dealing. 

On the New York stock exc- 
hange. volume was 12.5 million 
shares, compared with the exc- 
hange's previous daily record of 
11.5 million shares, set by Sup- 
erior Oil Company lasr June. 

U.S. dealings are conducted in 
American depository receipts — 
equivalent to 1 0 shares each — for 
which the panly-paid initial offer 
price was S5.96. 

Trading began at SI 1 and prices 
moved in a narrow range during 
the day. 

The premium on the U.S. cer- 
tificates was slightly less than the 
86 per cent mark-up on shares 
traded in London. 


Le Monde journalists 
reject director’s plan 

PARIS (R) — Le Monde. France’s most respected but loss-making 
newspaper, was plunged into the worst crisis of its 40-year existence 
Tuesday after its journalists rejected the director’s plan to sell its 
building. 

The journalists, who own 40 per cent of the newspaper’s shares, 
Monday night voted by a large majority against the sale option 
proposed by Director Andre Laurens, who has hinted he would 
resign or file for bankruptcy if he was voted down. 

Selling the building was the cornerstone of Mr. Laurens' drastic 
reform plan, which also included a (4 per cent salary cut for mpst 
staff and closing a Paris area printing press. '■ 

The evening paper, hit by the economic crisis, lower advertising 
revenue and a slow but steady drop in circulation, has lost money in 
the past three years. 

Its deficit now totals about 80 million francs ($8.4 million). 

Had the building's sale been approved, it was expected to bring in 
75-100 million francs .($7.9 — $10.5 million). 

Monday night's poll is largely seen as a vote of non-confidence in 
Mr. Laurens who, under Le Mondc's collective ownership system, 
was elected director in 1982. 

Mr. Laurens refused to comment on the poll Tuesday, as jou- 
rnalists were meeting to review the situation. 

Monday night the editorial staff also voted against Mr. Laurens' 
proposal to set up a facsimile printing of the paper in the provinces, 
where Le Monde arrives in the following morning. 

They said in a motion that such a measure could be implemented 
only after major changes in the editorial content of the paper had 
been carried out. 

Another staff motion welcomed the hiring of a new manager, a 
move strictly opposed by Mr. Laurens. 


Lebanese 

pound 

retreats 

BEIRUT (R) — The Lebanese 
pound Tuesday fell to its lowest 
level for about a month in hectic 
trading amid heavy demand for 
dollars sparked by a market sce- 
pticism over a new security plan, 
dealers said. 

The pound traded as low as 8.33 
to the dollar, before recovering 
slightly on profit-taking to close 
official dealings at 8.19/21 . It had 
opened Tuesday at 8.08/16 com- 
pared with Monday’s 8.15/17 
close and 7.92/94 last Saturday. 

Dealers said the pound’s ren- 
ewed weakness was partly related 
to the dollar’s strength against 
most major currencies. But they 
noted that the fall continued Tue- 
sday despite the fact that U.S. cur- 
rency had slipped back from 
Monday’s high against currencies 
such as the German mark. 

“The pound’s drop shows the 
market is not ready to put trust in 
the security plan." said one dealer, 
referring to government plans to 
deploy the army south of Beirut 
from Thursday. 

He said that after sectarian fig- 
hting in the Kharroub region 
north of Israel’s defence line in : 
southern Lebanon over the past 
few days, the market came to the I 
view that the plan seems difficult 
to negotiate.” 

Military sources Monday said 
plans to send troops to the Kha- 
rroub could be delayed. 

Aviation 
conference 
criticises 
air ‘giants’ 

KARACHI (R) — South Asia’s 
first regional conference on avi- 
ation Tuesday accused major air- 
lines of monopolising the world's 
air routes. 

“They do this without con- 
sideration of the repercussions on 
smaller airlines," Mr. Wiqar 
Azira, managing director of the 
state-run Pakistan International 
Airlines said at the opening of the 
three-day conference. 

Aviation sources said the con- 
ference. was likely to adopt a reg- 
ional aviation policy to protect the 
airlines’ interests. 

Bangladesh, India, Maldives. 
NepaL Pakistan and Sri Lanka are 
attending while Bhutan is absent. 

“The giants... are increasingly 
in a position, partly due to their 
size and economic well-being and 
partly due to their cooperative 
agreements, to monopolise the 
world’s air routes,” Mr. Azira 
said. 

The comparatively smaller air- 
lines were struggling to survive 
against the competitive threats 
imposed by large airlines from 
wealthy market regions, he added. 

Mr. Azim said the advantages of 
cheap labour were wiped out by 
increase of cost of new equipment 
resulting in a “financial squeeze 
year after year.” 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



Peanuts 


WHENEVER WE HAVE A 
TEST, I 6ET SO NERVOUS I 

bite All my fingernails.. 


X USUALLY CHEW 
ON MY HAIR... 


European Community chiefs break 
deadlock over Iberian entry terms 


DUBLIN (R) — The European Community (EC) 
Tuesday broke a deadlock over entry conditions for 
Spain and Portugal and found a formula to ensure 
that the two Iberian nations will join the Common 
Market by a target date of Jan. 1, 1986. 


Id a draft communique to be 
issued after a two-day Dublin 
summit, leaders of the 10-nation 
group stressed their” firm political 
commitment" to the agreed date 
for accession. 

The summit leaders, in a major 
breakthrough, also agreed on 
ways of curbing the bloc's massive 
wine surpluses before a possible 
flood of extra wine when Spain 
joins — a key issue which had so 
far blocked the enlargement neg- 
otiations. 

Diplomats said Tuesday's deal 
was crucial for Spanish Prime Min- 
ister Felipe Gonzalez before next 
week's vote at a congress of his 


Socialist Party over whet her Spain 
should remain in NATO, an issue 
directly linked to Common Mar- 
ket membership. 

The ten have still to finalise 
their negotiating position on sev- 
eral issues before the talks are res- 
umed with the Spanish and Por- 
tuguese in Brussels later this 
month. But diplomats said agr- 
eement should be relatively easy 
after Tuesday's deal. 

The negotiations should be 
completed by the end of this year 
allowing enough time for rat- 
ification by parliaments and other 
legal procedures preceding entry. 

Tuesday’s agreement was seen 


by many officials and diplomats as 
a major triumph for Irish Prime 
Minister Garret Fit2gerald. who 
carried out extensive contacts with 
the major wine-producing nations 
ahead of the summit. 

“The community has sub- 
stantially cleared the way for a 
common position for negotiating 
the entry of Spain and Portugal," 
a senior British official said. 

The deal on wine would force 
vineyards to distill excess pro- 
duction into cheap industrial alc- 
ohol in order to reduce a wine sur- 
plus that could provide every man, 
woman and child in the ten-natinn 
bloc with a bottle of wine a day 
from now until Christmas. 

It also provides for generous 
subsidies to encourage wine gro- 
wers to puli out their vines and 
switch to other cultivation. 

Officials said one hitch was 
Greece's refusal to endorse the 
wine deal unless the bloc agrees 10 


a scheme of aid for its poorer Med- 
iterranean regions. 

More aid pledged. 

Meanwhile, the EC Tuesday 
pledged 1.2 million tonnes of 
grain to Africa next year to help 
relieve the plight of famine-hit 
countries, an Irish spokesman 
said. 

The pledge represented 60 per 
Cent on the estimated two million 
tonnes of food aid needed for Afr- 
ica in 19S5. 

The spokesman said other cou- 
ntries would be encouraged to 
make up the balance. 

The 1 0-nation community had 
already provided for 500,000 ton- 
nes of food aid next year but the 
Dublin summit agreed Tuesday to 
give an extra 700,000 tonnes. 

Grain traders said the total aid 
package would be worth at least 
SI 50 million at current prices. 


UAE to act on economic difficulties 


ABU DHABI (OPECNA) — 
Sheikh Zayed Ibn Sultan AJ Nah- 
ayan. president of the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), Tuesday 
ordered the formation of a high- 
powered committee composed of 
cabinet ministers and members of 
parliament to propose “scientific 
and practical” steps to deal with 


the economic difficulties caused 
by falling oil revenues. 

The UAE president urged the 
committee to prepare a “com- 
prehensive economic plan aimed 
at fulfilling the aspirations of the 
citizens for continued progress 
and prosperity." 

He said the committee would 


report to the supreme council. 

Sheikh Zayed underlined the 
importance of implementing a 
six-month old decision that the 
seven emirates should contribute 
50 per cent of their revenues to the 
deficit-ridden federal budget. 


He said the supreme council 
would take “appropriate mea- 
sures to maintain a sound eco- 
nomy despite lower oil revenues 
resulting from yet another sub- 
stantial drop in the country's 
OPEC quota." 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — Shares drifted lower after Monday's gains on 
the warm reception given to British Telecom's first time dealings. 
The FTSE 100 index at 1530 GMT was down 6.1 to 1185.6. 
having touched a record 1194.7 earlier in the session. 

B.T. remained the centre of attention, returning to 92p after 
94p, in moderate two-way trading. Market operators had exp- 
ected overseas selling in the issue but this failed to materialise 
leaving a shortage of stock in London, dealers said. 

Government bonds showed gains of up to point with the 
steadier sterling and some institutional buying helping to und- 
erpin prices. Golds and North Americans were firm. 

GEC fell 6p to 226 despite its six month results being in line 
with expectations and Trafalgar House ended 9p lower at 311 
after lower than expected annual figures. 

Reed Stenhouse jumped 425p to a year’s high of 1250 after 
annual figures and a merger with Alexander and Alexander Ser- 
vices which shaded £1 to 19. Four or five other insurance 
brokers rose to their year’s highs in sympathy including Sedgwick 
group up 20p at 335. 

IC1 eased 4p to 676 and Plessey shed 2p to 21 2 while Cable and 
Wireless fell L2p to 428 on profit-taking having-gained 1 9p Mon- 
day in sympathy with B.T. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


One sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


I . 201 5/25 
13230/33 
3.0900/10 
3.4875/85 
2.5470/85 
62.14/17 
9.4650/4700 
1911.5/2.5 
246.93/247.03 
S. 7975/8075 
8.9300/9400 

II. 1125/1225 
330.90/331.40 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollars 
West German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


r I NIBBLE ALL 
THE ERASERS OFF 
. MY PENCILS... 


YOU HAVE A REAL 
CAFETERIA HER^MAAM 


TT TTYOUR DAILY 

Horoscope 

from the Carroll RIghter Institute 1 

FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, DEC. 5, 1984 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Arguments over money 
and possessions today could lead to fixed troubles and 
you would be wise instead to get into less practical in- 
terests and develop them. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Many new and fascinating 
outlets are open for your study during the day, so delve 
right into them. New contacts can be helpful. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Some thoughtful act 
for your loved one is wise in the morning. Do not be 
demanding during the daytime. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Think along the policy 
level with outsiders and avoid the practical in daytime. 
The evening can be romantic with a loved one. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Step out ear- 
ly for personal aims and gain them. Later, you can ac- 
complish a good deal where work is concerned. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) You have some inspired ideas 
during the day. Get your talents to the attention of 
bigwigs. Go over money affairs with kin. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Discuss that emotional 
problem with ah expert during the dfcy and tonight be 
with new friends 1 who are charming.' 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Talk over with an 
associate new trends that can be profitable in the future. 
Tonight, go over reports and statements. 

SCORPI6 (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Be more enthusiastic 
about handling duties ahead of you and get excellent 
results today. Talk over problems tonight. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Now is the day 
to put a good idea into motion. Tonight handle work you 
have neglected to do. Buy a present for loved one. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Be more thoughtful 
of the needs of kin and try to provide them more 
magnanimously in the evening. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Use the day to get 
much done, but In the evening, get home surroundings 
bettered. Seek out vital information. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) You can handle impor- 
tant work that has been difficult to do today. Study your 
assets and liabilities from a different standpoint. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she is 
likely to get into all sorts of interesting, though 
sometimes dangerous, situations because of the in- 
quisitive nature. Early teach to reason before taking any 
action. Make sure that the diet is right and that good 
health habits are taught early in life. 


THE Daily Crossword by Sidney L Robbins 


'This is a classy restaurant. Stick out your 
pinky when you drink your finger bov/!!" 


Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 


CHLORINE, HDtsiEV'- 
CLOSE SCUR EYES 
AND GIVE ME 
YOUR. LEFT HAND_ 




Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter 10 each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


NITLE 
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Soviets condemn NATO 
plan as preparation for war 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 5, 1984 

. . w 


MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet daily Pravda has bra- 
nded NATO’s “Rogers Plan” for deep strikes into. 
Eastern Europe as a preparation for war and says it 
shows that the Western allies would launch the first 
attack. 

allied commander Gen. Bernard 
Rogers, envisages using new 
high-technology conventional 
weapons to launch attacks deep 
inside Eastern Europe in the event 
of a Warsaw Pact attack on the 
West. 

Pravda said the strategy meant 
that NATO was hoping to knock 
out Eastern Europe’s armed for- 
ces and missiles with a first strike 
and “avoid retaliation by dep- 
riving the other side of a second- 
strike capability." 

Pravda said the Rogers Plan 
would inevitably increase con- 
frontation in Europe and raise 
tensions there. 

The doctrine was particularly 


The Communist Party daily said 
Tuesday the new strategy, which 
was formally adopted by NATO 
last month, meant the alliance was 
gearing up for pre-emptive strikes 
on the Communist Warsaw Pact 
with conventional and nuclear 
arms. 

“The plan ... serves the pre- 
paration of war with an eye to vic- 
tory." Pravda said. 

“ It signifies a big dtlt in NATO 
strategy towards aggressiveness, 
since the existing first- 
nuclear-strike concept still holds 
and is being supplemented with 
the new concept of pre-emptive 
non-nuclear strikes." 

The plan, named after supreme 


dangerous because new high- 
technology weapons were eno- 
rmously destructive and would 
cause damage in highly-populated 
areas comparable with the use of 
nuclear weapons. 

Pravda also warned the Wes- 
tern allies that they were und- 
erestimating the Soviet Union if 
they thought it would allow them 
to achieve military superiority 
through the new strategy. 

The Warsaw Pact had no int- 
ention of attacking anyone, but 
would do everything necessary to 
maintain its defences at the same 
level as the West's. 

The Rogers Plan has come 
under fire from some Western mil- 
itary analysts who believe it will 
divert scarce funds towards exp- 
ensive and unproved weapons. 

The critics also say the plan is 
outdated as it is intended to corn- 
bar a massed attack by Warsaw 
Pact forces when there are ind- 


ications that the Communist all- 
iance has changed to more flexible 
tactics. 

NATO defence ministers were 
Tuesday expected to conclude 
agreements on improving the * bas- 
ics’ of conventional defence in an 
effort to lessen the Atlantic all- 
iance's dependence on the early, 
use of nuclear weapons. 

The moves to upgrade military 
ground facilities and raise amm- 
unition stocks have been lent new 
urgency by the prospect that the 
■newly-elected U.S. Congress may 
otherwise legislate to puD some of 
the 326,000 American troops out 
of Europe. 

A move by Senator Sam Nunn 
threatening troop cuts unless the 
European allies did more for then- 
own non-nuclear defence was nar- 
rowly defeated last June. NATO, 
officials hope this week’s meeting 
will show that the allies are acting 
on Sen. Nunn’s concerns. 



Warsaw Pact foreign 
ministers resume talks 


EAST BERLIN (R) — Warsaw 
Pact foreign ministers Tuesday 
began a final day of talks expected 
to lay guidelines for future arms 
control consultations between 
Moscow and Washington. 

The meeting of the seven min- 
isters is part of a flurry of dis- 
cussions in the Soviet Bloc and 
NATO alliance before January’s 
talks between Soviet Foreign Min- 
ister Andrei Gromyko and U.S. 
Secretary of State George Shultz. 

Warsaw Pact Defence Ministers 
also began talks in Budapest 
Monday, while NATO officials 
were holding high-level con- 
sultations on arms control policy 
in Brussels. 

Western diplomats said Mr. 
Gromyko probably briefed East 
German, Czechoslovak. Hun- 
garian, Polish, Romanian and 
Bulgarian colleagues Monday on 
his plans for the Shultz meeting. 
No details of the talks were pub- 
lished. 

■ But a communique expected 
Wednesday could offer guidelines 


to Moscow's thinking after a per- 
iod of stalemate between the sup- 
erpowers. 

Soviet leader Konstantin Che- 
rnenko and President Reagan 
have expressed an interest in 
board-based talks, encompassing 
several areas of arms control. 

East German Foreign Minister 
Oskar Fischer was quoted by the 
official ADN news agency as rea- 
ffirming Warsaw Pact interest in 
an agreement on “the entire com- 
plex of nuclear and space wea-' 
poos" at a banquet Monday 
- night. 

The Communist Party new- 
spaper Pravda repeated Soviet 
calls for a freeze on space weapon 
development Monday but warned 
it would match any U.S. advances. 

Articles in the Soviet press sug- 
gest Moscow intends no dramatic 
concessions despite Mr. Che- 
rnenko's apparent back-down in 
agreeing to return to talks despite 
deployment of new U.S. nuclear 
missiles in Britain, West Germany 
and Italy. 


U.S. reportedly 
warfare tests in 

WASHINGTON (R) — Tra- 
vellers at Washington's busy Nat- 
ional Airport were stayed with 
bacteria in the 1960s without their 
knowledge as part of a U.S. army 
germ warfare experiment, the 
Church of Scientology said Tue- 
sday. 

Although the bacteria, bacillus 
subtilis, was considered by the 
army at the time to be harmless, it 
has since been found to cause 
symptoms of respiratory inf- 
ections, blood poisoning and food 
poisoning, it said. 

It had been known for some 
time that the army had conducted 
similar tests on people in other cit- 
ies in the 1950s and 1960s, inc- 
luding travellers on the New York 
subway system, but this was the 
first time tests in the U.S. capitaf 
had been disclosed, the church 
said. 

It said it had uncovered details 


made germ 
Washington 

of tests in 1964 and 1965 at five 
sites in Washington, including the 
airport and a bus terminus^ in dec- 
lassified army documents obt- 
ained under the Freedom of Inf- 
ormation Act. 

There was no immediate com- 
ment from the army. 

According to copies of the doc- 
uments circulated by the church, 
undercover agents used 
specially-designed suitcases to 
spray the bacteria on passengers in 
an attempt to determine how sma- 
llpox could be spread through the. 
United States in event of a germ 
war. 

Church spokeswoman Sylvia 
Stanard said the documents were' 
being distributed on Capitol Hill 
as part of a campaign against a 
Pentagon plan to construct a bio- 
logical warfare test laboratory in 
Utah. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 

®l0iM Tribune Company Syndic a I*.' Inc. 

SWAP A LOSER 


Both vulnerable. South deals.' 
NORTH 
♦ A8 
<?K83 
0Q75 
4 A8652 


EAST 

4 K J109752 
V A 102 
03 
494 


North East 

2 4 3 4 

4 4 Pass 

5 O Pass 


WEST 
4643 
VQJ764 
098 
4QJ10 

SOUTH 

♦a 

*5? 95 

0 AKJ10642 

4K73 
The bidding: 

South West 
1 O Pus 

4 0 Pass 

5 4 Pass 
Pass Pass 
Opening lead: Six of 4. 

Some tricks you simply 
have to lose. But on occasion 
you can determine when to 
lose them — to your profit. 

We like the way ’North 
handled the bidding. Since he 
had shown slam interest with 
.his four spade cue-bid, there 
was no need for him to do 
more than confirm diamond 
support at the five-level. 
With a dead minimum open- 
ing, South was not inclined to 
venture further. 

West led his top spade, and 
declarer was not all that 
thrilled with his contract. 
East surely had the ace of 
hearts for his vulnerable 


three-level bid, so there was 
a distinct danger of losing 
two heart tricks and a club. 

Zf Blast held three dubs, he 
could be end played in that 
suit and forced to lead a 
heart from the ace. But since 
he held the long spades, it 
was more likely that West 
would have any dub length, 
powever, there were two 
roads to success. Can you 
spot them? 

The straightforward way 
is to duck the opening lead. 
E&t wins the king, but he 
can do no damage. Assume 
he returns a spade. Declarer 
discards a club, draws 
trumps, cashes the king-ace 
of dubs and establishes the 
suit with a ruff. He can get 
back to dummy with a trump 
to discard his losing hearts 
on the long dubs. To prevent 
an overtrick. East must cash 
■the ace of hearts at trick two. 

Declarer traveled another 
path. He won the ace of 
spades, drew trumps and 
cashed the king-ace of cluhs. 
Now he led the eight of 
spades off the board and. 
whea East covered with the 
nine, declarer discarded his 
losing dub. East was straddl- 
ed with the lead and had a 
choice of losing exits. A 
spade would present declarer 
with a ruff-sluff and a heart 
would set up the table's king 
as the fulfilling trick. 


Death toll rises to 500 in 
Indian gas leak disaster 


BHOPAL, India (R) —The death 
toll from a poison gas leak at a 
pesticide factory here rose to at 
least 500 .Tuesday, police rep- 
orted. 

A police spokesman' told Reu- 
ters file toll was expected to be- 
higher because rescue workers 
were still recovering bodies. 

Badly gassed victims, mainly 
young children and elderly peo- 
ple, were stfll dying in hospitals, he 
said. 

When the cloud of methyl iso- 
cyanate gas spread from the fac- 
tory shortly after midni ght Mon- 
day, employees at the nearby rai- 
lway station were among the first 
affected. 

About 25 porters and other rai- 
lway workers were among the 
dead, and 250 travellers waiting 
for ■ early morning trains were 
made unconscious. 

Police have arrested six senior 
employees of the factory and cha- 
rged them with causing death by 
negligence. 

, The Times of India newspaper 
said Tuesday doctors on duty at 
the town’s two main hospitals 
when the first rush of victims arr- 
ived were also overcome by 
fumes. 


About 4,000 people were badly 
gassed and a total of more than 
10,000 people were treated at 
hospitals. 

Off duty doctors, paramedical 
workers and final year medical 
students from the town's uni- 
versity were called in to help. 

Police rushed to chemist shops 
to get drugs as the hospitals ran 
out of supplies. - 

Hospital mortuaries were lit- 
tered with dead corpses and on 
lawns outside it was difficult to tell 
the dead from survivors, eye- 
witnesses said. 

“Scores of children brought to 
hospital by hapless parents who 
did not realise they were dead, 
were sent back for cremation wit- 
hout post mortem examination,'* 
the Times of India reported. 

The Indian Express newspaper 
said that by Monday .night the 
town's crematoriums had run out 
of wood to bum the dead in tra- 
ditional Hindu rites. 

Police estimated about 200,000 
people, about one-quarter of the 
town's population, inhaled fumes. 

The factory is owned by the Ind- 
ian subsidiary of the U.S. Union 
Carbide Company and produces 
pesticides for agriculture. 


Democrats 
reelect 
‘Tip’ O’Neill 
as House 
speaker 

WASHINGTON (R) — Dem- 
ocrats again chose Thpmas “Tip” 
O'Neill of Massachusetts as spe- 
aker of the House of Rep- 
resentatives after a conservative 
Texan decided cot to challenge 
him. 

House Republicans picked 
Robert Michel of Illinois as their 
leader for the new Congress sta- 
rting on Jan. 3. Mr. O'Neill and 
Mr. Michel will be elected for- 
mally next month. 

Mr. O' Neill, a liberal pictured 
by Republicans as a symbol of 
big-spending Democrats, will be 
72 on Sunday. He plans to quit 
Congress in two years. 

Texas Democrat Charles Ste- 
nholm told a news conference he 
pulled out of the race after getting 
Mr. O’NeilTs promise that con- 
servatives will have a bigger say in 
party affairs. 

Under the U.S. constitution, 
Mr. O’Neill is next in line of suc- 
cession to the presidency after 
Vice President George Bush 

Democrats have 253 seats and 
President Reagan's Republicans 
1S2 in the 435-member House 
But the republicans control the 
Senate, where they have 53 seats 
to the Democrats’ 47. 


Pro-U.S. party wins in Grenada polls 


T. GEORGES, Grenada (R) — 
Grenada's pro-U.S. New National 
Party (NNP) won a landslide vic- 
tory in elections to return the Car- 
ibbean island to democracy, ele- 
ctoral officials said Tuesday. 

They said the NNP of Herbert 
Blaize had so far won 10 of the 15 
seats at stake and estimated that 
more than 80 per cent of the isl- 
and's 48,000 voters had turned 
out Monday. 

The new government will rep-’ 
lace an interim administration ins- 
talled by a U.S.-led invasion which 
ousted a radical Marxist regime in 
October last year. 

The electoral officials said the 
NNP had inflicted crushing def- 


eats on the right-wing Grenada 
United Labour Party, led by Sir 
Eric Gairy, and the leftist Maurice 
Bishop Patriotic Movement 
(MB PM). 

The MBPM is named after for- 
mer Prime Minister Maurice Bis- 
hop, who was killed during a coup' 
six days before the invasion. 

Nicholas Braithwaite, chairman 
of the interim civilian government 
which has supervised the island’s ' 
return to democracy, said he was 
satisfied and relieved at the way 
the election had_been conducted. 

Police said no incidents had.' 
been reported during the. voting 
which closed at 5 p.m. (2100 


GMT). 

Mr. Blaize, 66, is.regarded as a 
moderate conservative and has 
promised to run an honest adm- 
inistration... 

A former chief minister under 
British colonial rule which ended 
in 1974, he has been backed by 
U.S. officials and Caribbean lea- 
ders who want to prevent a com- 
eback by Sir Eric, whose GULP 
ruled the island from 1967 and 
won the last elections in 1976. 

Sir Eric, renowned for lecturing 
the United Nations on God and 
flying saucers, was accused of cor- 
ruption and repression during his 
term in office. 


French envoy in New Caledonia for talks 


NOUMEA (R) — r French special 
envoy Edgar d Pisani arrived in 
France’s Pacific island territory of 
New Caledonia Tuesday on a mis- 
sion to resolve a bitter ind- 
ependence campaign mounted by 
militant Kanaks. 

The French Socialist gov- 
ernment has given Mr. Pisani two 
months to come ; up with a formula 
to solve the crisis. 

Mr. Pisani, a!, commissioner to 
the European Community, told 
reporters: “ We have a lot of things 
to talk about.” 

Independence-seeking Kanaks 
— indigenous Melanesians — 
have brought chaos to much of the 
territory in the past two weeks. 

A Kanak and a French settler 


were killed last week when sho- 
oting broke out at one of the roa- 
dblocks the militants have erected 
throughout the island. A French 
journalist and his companion were, 
shot and wounded at a barricade 
Monday. 

Last Saturday the Kanak Soc- 
ialist National Liberation Front 
raised a flag of independence in a 
village near the capital and swore 
in a provisional government. 

The rugged north of the island, 
which lies 13.00 kilometres east of 
Australia, is virtually cut off and 
white women and children have 
been evacuated from the area. 

Trouble began during elections 
on Nov. 18 for a new assembly 
designed'to give the territory gre- 


ater autonomy before a ref- 
erendum on independence in 
1989. 

The militant Kanaks say they 
would lose the poll because after 
^heavy immigration by French and 
other Pacific islanders they com- 
prise only 43 per cent of the 
145.000 population. 

One of Mr. Pisani* s tasks will be 
to talk to representatives of the 
settlers — some of them from Fra- 
nce's former possessions of Alg- 
•eria, Indochina and Vanuatu — as 
well as Kanaks, not all of whom- 
want independence. 

He will attempt to come up with 
a voting formula in a referendum 
which will satisfy all sides. 


Pakistani opposition seeks Islamic support 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistan's 
banned opposition parties are try- 
ing to forge a broad front with Isl- 
amic parties to oppose a ref- 
erendum on President Moh-« 
ammad Zia U1 Haq’s islamisaticm 
policies, apposition sources said 
Tuesday. 

The Movement for the Res- 
toration of Democracy (MRD), 
which groups 11 mostly secular 
parties united against Gen. Zia. 
has already called on people to 
boycott the Dec. 19 vote. 

MRD sources said its leaders - 
were meeting the key Islamic 
party, Jamaat-I-Islami, to discuss 
common ground for a boycott. 

An Islamic front against the ref- 
erendum would be a blow for Gen. 
Zia, who has appealed to Muslim 
clergy to preach in its favour. 

The poll will ask voters if they 
support Gen. Zia’s efforts to form 
an Islamic state in Pakistan and if 
they want power to be transferred 
peacefully to an elected assembly, 

A ‘yes' vote will automatically 


make Gen. Zia, who seized power 
in 1977, an ‘elected’ president for 
the next five years, but he will still 
stay in power even if the voters say 
‘no.’ 

The MRD says the referendum 
as rigged because most Pakistanis 
would think a ‘no* vote would be 
against Islam and feel obliged to 
vote ‘yes’. 

Two Islamic parties, Jamiat- 
I-Ulema Islam and Jaraiat- 
I- Ulema Pakistan, have already 
come out against the referendum, 
saying it is ruse to keep Gen. Zia in 
power. 

Jamaat, a tightly-organised 
party which has advised the mil- 
itary government on Islamic mat- 
ters, has been critical of Gen. Zia 
since he banned student unions 
early this year. 

Its leaders met for a second day 
at party headquarters in Lahore 
Tuesday to consider the boycott. 

MRD sources said its head, 
Mian Tufail Muhammad, met 
Nawabzada Nasrullah Khana, a 


prominent figure in the mov- 
ement. Monday. 

The sources added that if Jam- 
aat joined the boycott the only 
major party supporting the ref- 
erendum would be a faction of the 
small Muslim League Party led by 
Pir Pagaro, a longtime Zia sup- 
porter. ^ 

In Karachi, MRD sources said 
member parties there Tuesday 
began distributing pamphlets urg- 
ing people to boycott the ref- 
erendum or vote *no'. 

They said couriers were putting 
them into letter boxes or sending 
-them by post to addresses picked 
at random from telephone books. 
Similar mailing campaigns should 
start soon in other cities, they said. 

The military government has 
banned newspapers from printing 
any comments against the ref- 
erendum and said reporters could 
be violating martial law if they att- 
ended opposition news con- 
ferences. 


Colombo says Tamil 
rebels killing civilians 


COLOMBO. Sri Lanka (Age- 
ncies) — Tamil separatists in nor- 
thern Sri Lanka are killing civ- 
ilians. the government charged 
Tuesday. 

“We have definite information 
that the terrorists are lulling civ- 
ilians. That is why people are lea- 
ving several areas- in the north,’' 
government spokesman Wic- 
krema Weerasooria told a news 
briefing. 

The spokesman said the killings 
appeared to be the work of the 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam. 
He said there was other inf- 
ormation but he had been asked 
not to disclose it because of on- 
going security operations. 

“They are killing not only Sin- 
halese civilians but also Tamils. 
They are seeking international . 
media attention for allegations 
that the security forces are killing 
Tamils.'’ Mr. Weerasooria added. 

The attacks on civilians began 
Friday with raids on two prisoner 
rehabilitation settlements in the 
Vavuniya and Mullaitivu districts 
in north Sri Lanka. The gov- 
ernment has saicl at least 148 died 
in those attacks. 

On Saturday, fishermen bel- 
onging to the majority Sinhalese 
community living in the Tamil- 
dominated district of Mullaitivu in 
the northeast were attacked by 
separatists, who killed 11. 

Mr. Weerasooria said about 
2.000 refugees have left the farms 
and the surrounding areas, fearing 
further attacks. They 'are being 
cared for in two hurriedly set up 
facilities in two schools in the 
north central province. 

The Sri Lankan government 
clamped an 1 8-hour curfew on a 


district near Colombo Tuesday to 
prevent ethnic violence when vic- 
tims of guerrilla attacks arrived 
there with their dead. 

Police in Negombo, 40 kil- 
ometres from Colombo, said ten- 
sion mounted as a convoy of buses 
brought 250 refugees and four 
corpses, victims of last Saturday's 
guerrilla raids. 

Negombo was one of the worst 
affected areas when ethnic vio- 
lence erupted in July last year 
after 13 Sinhalese soldiers were 
killed by guerrillas. About 400 
people, mainly Tamils, died thr- 
oughout the country in the rioting. 

Fisheries Minister Festus Per- 
era visited the district Tuesday, 
and appealed to the victims and 
other Sinhalese there to remain 
calm. _ * 

He told his ministry to pay the 
funeral expenses of those killed 
and to arrange to house the 250 
refugees in schools. 

Anuradhapura. the capital of 
the north central province, was 
put under a 13-hour curfew Tue- 
sday as unrest mounted after some 
Sinhalese farmers attacked by 
guerrillas last Friday were sent 
there for treatment. 

• Reuters correspondent Robert 
Mohoney reported from Anu- 
radhapura that he saw corpses, 
hands still tied, at the hospital tog- 
ether with the bodies of several 
children reported to have been 
beaten to death. 

“I have seen four children, who 
had been taken by the feet and 
dashed against a wall or tree." 
Mahoney was told by Sug- 
athapala, an assistant at the aut- 
opsy. 


Afghan guerrilla rockets 
hit presidential palace 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Rockets 
fired by Afghan rebels hit the pre- 
sidential palace compound in the 
heart of Kabul but another attack 
missed the capital's only luxury 
hotel. Western diplomats said 
here Tuesday. 

One rocket landed on or around 
the walled palace on Nov. 26 and 
witnesses said they heard cries and 
saw two ambulances arriving, the 
diplomats told journalists. 

Several more rockets were fired 
at but missed the hilltop Int- 
ercontinental Hotel, where 80 
delegates from 41 countries were 
attending an Afro-Asian peace 
and solidarity organisation con- 


ference. 

The diplomats, who asked not 
to be identified, said fivo more 
rockets landed in an Afghan army 
compound near the West German 
Cultural Centre. 

Muslim guerrillas, armed with 
what rebel sources say are 
107 -mm Chinese-made rockets, 
have been making surprise attacks 
on Kabul targets since late sum- 
mer, forcing Afghan and Soviet 
authorities to boost security. 

The diplomats, quoting reports 
from Kabul, said the Soviet emb- 
assy there recently built new blo- 
ckades to keep cars from speeding 
onto its compound. 


British parliament poised 
to ratify Hong Kong deal 


LONDON (R)— The British par- 
liament is poised to set a final seal 
of approval on a deal for the han- 
dover of Hong Kong. Britain’s last 
major colony, to China in 1997. 

The House of Commons (lower 
house), which debates and votes 
on the draft deal with Peking 
Wednesday,, and the House of - 
Lords (upper house), which votes 
on Monday, have a right of veto. 

But the draft, initialled in Pek- 
ing in September, has won general - 
approval both in Britain and Hong 
Kong as the best possible deal in 
the circumstances. 

When the Commons debated it 
in October, lawmakers from aU 
parties hailed it as a diplomatic* 
triumph and Britjsh officials exp- 
ect it to have a smooth passage 
through both houses. 

Britain and China began neg- 
otiations two years ago on the fut- 
ure of Hong Kong after 1997 
when a lease on most of the 
staunchly-Capitalist enclave exp- 
ires. 

The talks, held in secret, proved 
thorny at times. 

But in the end China undertook 
to maintain the way of life and 
freedoms of the colony's 5.3 mil- 
lion people for at least 50 years 
after the handover. 

Hong Kong will become a spe- 
cial administrative region, with a 


high degree of autonomy, an ele- 
cted legislature and its own legal 
and judicial system. 

A British government mon- 
itoring team set up to test the 
views of the Hong Kong people 
reported last month that most 
found the deal acceptable, despite 
some reservations. 

A delegation from Hong Kong's 
executive and legislative councils 
arrived in Britain at the weekend 
to remind the government and 
lawmakers of such reservations. 

These include eligibility for 
conscription into the Chinese 
army, the stationing of Chinese 
troops in Hong Kong and the pre- 
cise nature of the basic law which 
will govern the colony. 

But British officials say Britain 
.will take account of these concerns 
during continuing consultations 
with Peking throughout the tra- 
nsition period on the final shape of 
life in Hong Kong. 

Prime Minister Margaret Tha- 
tcher will sign the agreement in 
Peking on Dec. 1 9, if, as expected, 
parliament approves it. 

The deal is a second major dip- 
lomatic triumph for her Con- 
servative government. In 1979 . 
soon after she won power, it neg- 
otiated an independence set- 
tlement for Zimbabwe. 
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China builds first 
< Islamic 9 hotel 

PEKING (AP) — China's first 
"Islamic" hotel is nearing com- 
pletion and hotel employees are 
studying Arabic and “ Islamic style 
of service” to prepare for the 
opening, the official Xinhua News 
Service said Monday. The 300- 
bed hotel in Yimchuan, capital of 
the Ningxia Hui autonomous reg- 
ion in north west China, features 
Islamic architecture and is being 
financed by Chinese Muslims, 
Xinhua said. An opening date was 
not announced. Xinhua said the 
hotel is one of many Islam- 
oriented projects in Yinchuan, 
where a third of the urban pop- 
ulation is ethnic Hui, a minority 
that practices Islam. 

Brazilians kill 5 
convicted criminals 

RIO DE JANEIRO (R)— About 
500 Brazilians Monday dragged 
five convicted criminals from a 
police van and beat them to death 
with clubs and rocks, police said. 
Police said the incident occurred 
in the town of Ibatiba, 760- 
kilometres north of Rio de Jan- 
eiro. They said the prisoners had 
been convicted of killing a pol- 
iceman during an armed robbery 
m the town. 

( U.K. scientists 
poisoning animals* 

LONDON (R) — The British 
government said Monday its sci- 
entists subject animals to cyanide 
poisoning without anaesthetics for 
purposes of research. The disc- 
losure brought an immediate out- 
cry from Britain's active anim al 
rights Monday. Member of Par- 
liament Roland Boyessaid: “This 
is terrible. It is an affront to an 
animal loving nation." In a written 
statement to parliament, the gov- 
ernment said the experiments 
were carried out at Porton Down, 
a top secret research centre in sou- 
thern England run by the Ministry 
of Defence. The government said' 
the experiments had been und- 
ertaken to improve understanding 
of the toxicology of cyanide poi- 
soning and with a view to imp-_. 
roving treatment. 

• at.; 

River blindness 
programme to be 
expanded 

NIAMEY (R) — Health ministers 
from seven West African nations 
met here Monday to study ways of 
funding an expansion of the fight' 
against river blindness, which cau- 
ses skin tumours as well as eye 
diseases. The Onchocerciasis 
Control Programme (OCP) — 
using the condition's technical 
name — has virtually stopped its 
spread in a large area over the past 
decade. The World Bank, the pro- 
gramme' s chief financial backer, is 
expected to come under pressure 
to provide more money to extend 
the area. Over the past decade 
SI 64 million have been spent on 
the programme in which tons of 
insecticides were poured from 
planes and helicopters on bre- 
eding grounds. The parasite cau- 
sing river disease & transmitted by 
a small black fly breeding in fast- 
flowing waters such as waterfalls 
aud dams. 

Bomb tossed down 
army officers 
chimney 

P BELGRADE (R) — Unknown 
assailants in Yugoslavia’s troubled. ; 
Kosovo region tossed a bomb " 
down an army officer’s chimney 
that almost destroyed his apa- 
ftmenu the official Tanjug News- 
Agency said Monday. Kosovo's 
provincial interior minister, Rah- 
man Morin, was quoted as saying 
that the attack occurred last Wed- 
nesday, the eve of official cel- 
ebrations marking Yugoslavia's 
39th anniversary as a. republic. 
Kosovo, which has many etlmic 
Albanians, has been a scene of 
unrest since rioting occurred there 
in 1981. Mr. Morin said a person 
.in the apartment of army officer 
Zivko Trivic at the time of the att- 
ack had to be treated in hospital. 
Police had launched a wide search 
out no suspects had yet been 
found. 

125 in hospital with 
food poisoning 

NEW DELHI (R) — At least 125 
People, including 20 children, 
were taken to hospital in the south 
Indian city of Hyderabad with 
food poisoning after a wedding 
feast, the Press Trust of India news- 
agency. reported Tuesday. PTI 
said they were out of danger but 
did not give other details. 
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